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Special edition supported
by our Old Girls’ Association

THANK YOU TO OUR
OLD GIRLS’
ASSOCIATION
Dear St Cuthbert’s Community
It was wonderful to see how our school community came together to
support one another during this uncertain and challenging period.
Our school magazine Evergreen Ties is an important way in which we
stay connected, as staff, students, parents, and Old Girls. We started
putting the June edition of the magazine together in February, just
as the pandemic was gaining momentum around the world. When
the campus was closed and we went into lockdown, we were not
sure if we would be able to deliver a magazine to our community, and
originally planned for a digital version.
However, thanks to the wonderful generosity of our Old Girls’
Association who donated the printing of this special StCuth’s@home
edition of Evergreen Ties, each family connected to the school is
able to receive a copy of the magazine.

Making
girls
amazing

We hope that you will enjoy reading the stories of our connected
community – it is packed full of the memories made during this
unique period in our history. Thank you once again to our supportive
Old Girls’ Association for their donation.
Warm regards,
St Cuthbert’s Communications Team

Making Amazing Scholars
Making Amazing Athletes
Making Amazing Artists
Making Amazing Discoveries
Making Amazing Friendships
—
It’s amazing what you will achieve

Evergreen Ties
—

A special edition celebrating our school
community’s resilience, kindness, courage
and creativity throughout StCuth’s@home.

Evergreen Ties is published two
times a year by the St Cuthbert’s
Communications Team.
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From the Desk of
Justine Mahon

The continuing success of St. Cuthbert’s is predicated upon the strength
of its community. This was never more evident than over this period when
we were able to maintain that strong sense of community through our
presence online.

I am very proud of our girls and the resilience they showed
in embracing both the compromises foisted upon them,
and a different way of learning. Our students – past and
present – looked for ways to work with one another to
keep our community connected in the spirit of our motto
‘By Love Serve’. The Prefects’ magazine ‘Talking Tartan’
helped our Senior girls stay connected, and the videos that
were developed supported girls right across the school
to keep that special feeling of being ‘St Cuthbert’s girls’
during the lockdown.
I was so impressed with our youngest Old Girls, the
leavers of 2019, who rallied together and established a
national coaching school online to assist students across
New Zealand who were struggling with their academic
work from home.
I would like to pay tribute to our dedicated staff who
delivered online learning to all our girls and enabled us
to stay connected as a community. Not only did our staff
deliver a premium education online, but also ensured that
our girls felt well supported during this time with regular
Tutor Group meetings, and assemblies. The way in
which every member of staff worked together to deliver
the curriculum and wider St Cuthbert’s experience, is
very much appreciated by our Trust Board and Senior
Leadership.
I would also like to acknowledge the role that our
parents played in supporting their daughters’ remote
learning during this time, with many juggling working from
home and other commitments.
Our school magazine is an important way in which our
community continues to stay connected. I want to thank
our Old Girls’ Association for their generous donation to
cover the production costs for this special edition, enabling
us to provide printed copies for our families and Old Girls.
I know how much the girls enjoy pouring over the photos
and stories, and I hope that this edition is one that is shared
with future generations.

Left to Right: Deputy Head Girls Millie Caughey and Nellie McKegg, Principal Justine Mahon, Head Girl Ruby Sussock, Head Boarder Tulyahna Pulotu McCarthy.
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Welcome to this special edition of our school magazine, Evergreen Ties,
which marks an extraordinary period in our history. I hope you enjoy
reading the articles about our StCuths@home programme, and the
reflections and stories of our teachers and girls during this time.

I would like to acknowledge the contribution of
outgoing Old Girls President, Penelope Peebles. Since I
was appointed Principal in 2018, I have been tremendously
grateful for Penelope’s unwavering support. I remember
as a student myself many years ago being in awe of the
fabulous women who wore the Old Girl President silver
chain, and today, I am still in awe of people like Penelope
who dedicate themselves to a very demanding role that is

fitted in around growing families and full time careers. I
have enjoyed sharing our passion for this wonderful school
with Penelope; it has reminded me that despite the fact
that decades may separate the experience of being a
student at St Cuthbert’s, the enrichment of that experience
transcends time. Penelope’s integrity, prodigious work
ethic, open communication, refreshing sense of humour
and her extraordinary capacity to give and not to count
the cost epitomises our motto ‘By Love Serve’. Georgina
Robertson took up the role of new President in May, and
I look forward to working with her in the years to come.
The support of our Parents and Friends’ Association
and our Asian Friendship Group during the lockdown was
also much appreciated; the roles both organisations play
to keep our community connected has never been more
important, and we thank you for your hard work.
The impact of Covid-19 on the world has been
immense, and its effect will continue to be felt for some
time. I know these are difficult times for many in our
community, and it is my goal to provide a safe and caring
environment for the generation of young girls and young
women in my care, ensuring they develop the empathy and
knowledge they need to thrive.
Our students know there is something special about
their school. Our girls feel connected to something greater
than themselves as they participate annually in the many
cherished and time honoured traditions whether it be
intense House rivalry at swimming and athletics sports,
House flowers, or the St Cuthbert’s Day Service, this
year held remotely. Such connection is a protective factor
in child and adolescent mental health and essential in
assisting our young women to reach their potential.
Much is being said about the uncertain future that
we are all facing, but the reality is, we have never known
what the future holds. Previous generations have faced
adversity and difficult times, and we have all grown up
hearing stories of leadership, courage, and innovation.
From adversity comes resilience and creativity, and I know
that the skills our girls are developing through this period
will ensure they are equipped to find their place in the world
and contribute to its developing humanity.
Ngā manaakitanga (with best wishes),
Ms Justine Mahon — Principal
OUR LEADERSHIP
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The new
shorts will be
available at
the beginning
of Term 4
this year. Our
formal Senior
Academy
uniform
remains the
Black Watch
tartan skirt.

Introducing summer shorts
for our Senior Academy!
We are all enjoying seeing our girls wearing their smart
new uniform pieces with pride, including our gorgeous
new Senior Academy pants suit and Black Watch tartan
preppy skirt. In addition to the skirt and pants for our
Senior girls, we have introduced optional navy shorts,
with a Black Watch tartan trim, which can be worn
on hotter days in Term 1 and 4. Our Principal, Justine
Mahon, recently announced this to our girls when they
returned to school after the lockdown, and there was
much excitement!

Offering our Senior girls’ choices in what they wear
to school reflects their progression to young adulthood,
as many women wear trousers and tailored shorts to
work. We are mindful of the importance of maintaining a
consistent look across the school which is why we have
extended our Black Watch tartan through to the Senior
School with the new preppy skirt, and the trim on our
blazer, and new shorts.

Private and Group

swimming lessons available now!

Take advantage of our Private and
Group swimming lessons, as well as
Swim Squad sessions, at our award-winning
Aquatic Centre.

Phone 09 520 8272 stcuthbertsswimschool.co.nz

Exceptional Jewellery & Bespoke Engagement Rings

orsini.co.nz

StCuth’s
@home

“

Even in lockdown our motto ‘By Love Serve’ stayed strong. It was a chance
for us to check in on each other and show our students how they can serve
in a variety of ways in our school community.”
Ms Justine Mahon says the benefits of StCuths@home will live on for some time at the school.

“StCuths@home brought together our entire school community and ensured not one person felt alone. I am so incredibly proud
of our students, teachers, staff, and wider community for the way they banded together during this time.”

Our newest campus

StCuth’s@home
On Monday 23
March 2020,
shortly before the
nationwide lockdown
was announced,
St Cuthbert’s made
the historic decision
to close our school
properties as a
precautionary
measure to protect
students and staff
against Covid-19.
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Wellbeing

By 8.30am the very next day our girls had dialled in to a new look St Cuthbert’s from the
cosiness of their homes – our very first online campus “StCuth’s@home”.
StCuth’s@home enabled students to seamlessly continue to learn remotely, with lessons
held via video conference, and their teachers only a message away. Students attended online
roll calls, studied their usual timetable, connected with their teachers, exercised, danced, sang,
and played instruments, just as they would have done physically on campus. A specialised
hub on myCollege was launched to support StCuth’s@home with the whole family in mind,
including cyber safety information, FAQs, exercise routines, and mindfulness programmes.
Principal, Justine Mahon said:

“We knew it would be best for our girls to have a routine, to
continue learning, stay connected, and keep everything as
normal as possible through such an unprecedented time.”
From the outset it was identified that a strong sense of community and familiarity would
be instrumental in ensuring all students and parents felt emotionally supported and secure.
As such, ‘Wellbeing’ was a key component of StCuth’s@home. We elevated access to our
counsellors, our Senior School Deans initiated programmes such as the ‘Big Sister, Little
Sister’ buddy system, and our PE and Sports Departments launched a series of videos and
challenges for both the body and mind. You can read more on page 32. Parents were also
provided with the opportunity to speak with teachers whenever needed.
The second, and equally important role of StCuth’s@home was to keep our St Cuthbert’s
community closely connected. This transpired in different ways according to the various needs
across our school. In the Junior School students attended classes with their teachers through
‘Zoom’ each day whilst parents attended coffee mornings with Head of Junior School, Kerry
Oldman. In the Senior School the Year 7 Homeroom teachers guided girls through a series
of fantastic learning and fun activities ensuring balance in their day. Across Years 8–13 the
Vertical Tutor Groups, organised by Houses, provided a natural glue to bond the girls together
even though they weren’t at school. The girls themselves also found ways to lead this. Our
Year 13 Prefects were incredibly proactive and organised an e-magazine for ‘quaranTEENS’;
‘Talking Tartan’ – a place for students to share their work and keep in contact. You can read
more about this gorgeous magazine on page 12.
Service was an important part of StCuth’s@home, which led to the creation of ‘St Cuth’s
Together’, a valuable programme led by our Development Team to check in on St Cuthbert’s
Old Girls, find out more on page 14.
STCUTH’S@HOME
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How strong connections
conquered physical distance
StCuth’s@home with our
2020 Head Girl Ruby Sussock

“

I have realised throughout
lockdown, and as our school
community comes back
together, how truly lucky we are
to have a school that cares so
deeply for our wellbeing. When
we face challenges in the road,
like we are now, we see how
strong we are – as individuals,
as a school and as a nation,
and how ready we are to give
and help those in need.

From LEFT to RIGHT:
Head Boarder
Tulyahna Pulotu McCarthy,
Head Girl
Ruby Sussock,
Deputy Head Girls
Nellie McKegg and
Millie Caughey.
—
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2020 has not panned out the way I thought
it would. On Monday 23 March, lockdown
was announced and the school gates
shut for almost two months. There were
tears shed and goodbyes said, especially
amongst the Year 13 girls and Prefects,
as we retreated to our bubbles and put our
final school year on hold. We soon realised
that as the leaders of the school, our role
as Prefects was even more important in
these unprecedented times. Despite the
fact our Year 13 experience would be a
little different than normal, this was still our
year to give back to the school that has
given so much to us, even if it was from
within the walls of our own homes.
On Day One, we started planning
what we could do to help our school
community cope with the emotional fall
out of this confusing and challenging
time. With feelings of anxiety, stress,
uncertainty and many with facing domestic
and financial challenges we felt that it
was our responsibility to entertain and
bring happiness to as many people’s lives
as possible. This positive response to
adversity was apparent across the whole

school with committees, teachers, staff
and clubs finding new ways to spread their
message and give people a little fun in their
life while isolated at home. In the face of
challenging times, our school community
stepped up to ensure that the physical
distance that separated us would not get
in the way of our strong connections with
one another.
The Prefects set up a student-led
e-magazine called ‘Talking Tartan’ for all
the quaranTEENS of St Cuthbert’s. We
encouraged girls to partake in numerous
challenges on our Instagram and created
fun and uplifting videos too. We wanted
to highlight that it is awesome to be
active, creative and motivated during this
time but that it is also completely fine to
have a break, take some time for yourself
and just flick through relatable jokes and
pictures of St Cuthbert’s furry friends on
our Instagram page. Learning at home was
definitely stressful at times so we wanted a
space where we could bring together our
St Cuthbert’s family.
We also initiated the ‘Big Sister, Little

“

Despite the fact our Year 13 experience would be a little different than normal, this
was still our year to give back to the school that has given so much to us, even if it was
from within the walls of our own homes.
Sister’ programme which connected girls of
all ages to relate over lockdown experiences
and adventures. This safe space enabled
us to chat about life before/during/after
lockdown or just anything that was on our
minds at that moment. I know that we will
all forever cherish the many hours that we
spent on ‘MS Teams’ with our Big and Little
Sisters laughing and smiling in the midst of
these unusual times.
After four weeks of strict lockdown, our
Prime Minister announced the transition
to Level 3. By this stage I think everyone
was pretty restless and craving human
contact outside of our bubbles. So Millie,
Nellie and I teamed up with Epsom Girls
Grammar School’s Head Prefects to send a
message to all students of Auckland. We
were lucky enough to have over 30 fellow
Head Students come together to create a
video where we encouraged people to make
the most of this time with their families, and
be grateful for all we have. When reaching
out to other student leaders it was amazing
to talk about the ways in which their schools
were staying connected and the struggles
that they were having too. Sharing these
stories and challenges amongst Head
Prefects helped inspire us to come up
with new ways to keep our St Cuthbert’s
community connected.

individuals, as a school and as a nation, and
how ready we are to give and help those in
need. We see what matters and perhaps
what doesn’t. If this pandemic has taught
us one thing, it is to be so grateful for the
life we live and for the love we receive. We
are truly lucky to attend a school that did not
even flinch at the word ‘pandemic’ or ‘online
school’ and continued to provide us with the
highest quality education and care. I am so
incredibly inspired by all the leaders that have
served our communities with love when this

4

challenge arose and as it continues on. Ms
Mahon, the teachers, staff and the students
are living through a period in history that is
unlikely to be repeated in our lifetime. 2020
has not been what anyone envisioned so far
but despite the challenges our nation and
school have faced, we have truly embraced
our values of Love and Service to enhance
the connectedness of our community.
Aroha Nui,
Ruby Sussock, Head Girl 2020

Talking Tartan

Just recently, the Prefects launched
a new initiative, ‘Amazing girls of St
Cuthbert’s’ to highlight all the incredible
things that girls around the school are doing
as part of our ‘By Love Serve’ values. We
hope that in sharing the stories of students
who are contributing so much to our school
community, that others will be inspired to
follow on.
I never would have guessed that my last
year at St Cuthbert’s would look anything
like this. As Head Girl I did not expect to
lead alongside our amazing Prefect team in
the midst of a global pandemic. But I have
realised throughout lockdown, and as our
school community comes back together,
how truly lucky we are to have a school that
cares so deeply for our wellbeing. When
we face challenges in the road, like we
are now, we see how strong we are – as
STCUTH’S@HOME
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in continuing their schooling without online
learning like we have today, was a really
interesting comparison and common ground
we both share.”

Connecting our community
during lockdown
‘By Love Serve’ underpins
all we do at St Cuthbert’s
so it came as no surprise
that our Year 13 student
Development Committee
and our Development
team were immediately
concerned about the
wellbeing of our older
alumnae when Level 4 was
activated. As such, the two
teams worked together
to think of a practical
solution that would make
a difference.

The result was to start a volunteer outreach
programme aptly named ‘St Cuth’s Together’.
The programme provided a pathway for
volunteers to reach out to alumnae via
phone, email or post and make an important
connection at an uncertain time.
Over 100 volunteers including current
students, recent Old Girls, parents and staff
joined the programme resulting in more than
400 contacts with older alumnae.
Judy Watt, Supporter Experience
Manager, recalls the thinking behind the
programme. “It started with Covid-19
preventing big gatherings which meant all
the Old Girls’ decade reunion activities were
postponed. We were saddened by this and
responded by delivering a meal to those
who missed out on attending their lunch.
They were so touched and thankful that it
prompted us to think about how we could
expand on this. We realised we could spread
this care by initiating a campaign where
students, staff and younger Old Girls all joined
together to reach out to older alumnae and
they have really appreciated the connection.
A few even suggested getting together for a
BELOW: Year 13 Development Committee

5
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cuppa after restrictions lift. Our callers also
felt a heart-warming boost through reaching
out. What a wonderful feeling for us to have
had during this time, to feel such community
spirit and connection!”
Year 13 student and co-member of the
Development Committee, Lola Cox, found
the experience eye-opening. “At first I was
a bit apprehensive, as calling strangers is
a bit of a daunting process, but it has been
so beneficial. The joy and surprise that the
Old Girls responded with made me feel
good because it was such a small act of
kindness, just checking in for a chat, but
for many it made their day. This programme
has definitely changed my perspective on
how others coped during lockdown as many
of these Old Girls were in a solitary bubble,
which was extremely challenging during
these unprecedented times. I contacted
an Old Girl who graduated in 1952 and we
have had an ongoing conversation. It was
especially enlightening to learn that in 1948,
the year she was supposed to start at St
Cuthbert’s, all of the schools were closed
due to the Polio epidemic. Hearing her story
from this time, and the difficulty they had

Our older alumnae have sent many
messages of thanks:
“I would like to say how much I
appreciated the phone call that I had recently
with a Year 12 student, enquiring as to how
I was managing. Although I hadn’t ever met
her, we shared stories of our families and
she spoke very highly of her time at school. I
was very impressed with her enthusiasm and
warmth and felt it genuine that she would like
to maintain the contact.” Margaret, Old Girl.
“Thank you for your email and may I
say what a nice initiative from St Cuth’s at
this epic time in our collective lives. I am so
grateful to have made such wonderful lifetime
friends from my time at St Cuth’s. Thank you
for taking the time to check on me.” Kathy,
Old Girl.
“I have not lived in Auckland for at least
55 years so you can see this puts me the
elderly category. I received an email from
a unknown Year 13 student at the start of
this crisis and I want to let you know what an
absolute delight the on going contact with her
has been. A thoughtful gesture to a very old
Old Girl. It was really appreciated. Well done,
and thank you.” Pam, Old Girl.

Alumnae sisters go the extra mile
It has been a great thing to develop,
a lot of work, but very rewarding! There
have been some really heart-breaking
stories about people who have no family
or close friends to lean on – people who
were struggling even before lockdown
and were even further isolated once
they couldn’t go out and do their own
shopping. It made a lot of people feel very
helpless and afraid.
Alumnae sisters, Rachel Paris
(Carnachan, Peer Year 1993) and
Bridget Snelling (Carnachan, Peer
Year 1998), were deeply concerned
about how older or more vulnerable
members of the community would
access groceries during lockdown,
so they established ‘Friends in
Need’. Rachel and Bridget share
more about this amazing network in
their own words:
We established the ‘Friends in
Need’ network with the initial intention
to support the elderly and vulnerable in
our community by matching each person
in need with a volunteer helper in their
immediate neighbourhood, who could
assist with contactless deliveries of
essential supplies and check-in with a
daily phone call to ward off feelings of
loneliness and anxiety. We were delighted
to have nearly 1,700 people across New
Zealand register as volunteers and we
matched 260 individuals in need of
support. We also provided volunteers to
the Red Cross to help with the ‘Meals
on Wheels’ programme during lockdown.

We started receiving calls from people
– often referred by Ministry of Social
Development and Council helplines –
asking us if we could help them to source
food because they’d either lost their jobs
or, for another reason, had fallen into
hardship, and could not afford to feed
themselves or their family. There was
a very busy time where the food banks
were being overwhelmed and could not
keep up with demand, or some of these
families didn’t qualify for food grants via
WINZ but were desperate for support.
After funding a few families with food
parcels ourselves, we decided to set up a
‘Give A Little’ page to fundraise for more
food parcels. We have been fortunate to
raise $25,000 to help fund these parcels,
and delivered bedding, warm clothes
and shoes to these families who were
desperate for supplies.
What has been especially touching,
and a credit to the St Cuthbert’s
community, is how Old Girls and present
students and their families have rallied
around to support this initiative.

Quaran-tutoring
2019 St Cuthbert’s graduates Angela Xu,
Joy Tong, Olivia Hardie Neil, Cybella Maffitt,
Crystal Sang, Jessica Zhang, Samantha
Wang and Amelia Cai were finding the
lack of face time with university tutors
challenging and it led them to ponder how
would senior school students be coping
with distance learning? They set-up an
online tutoring service, ‘Quaran-tutoring’,
which senior school students throughout
New Zealand could access, at no cost, to
join in face-to-face video tutoring across
various subjects. Several of their fellow
students joined the cause (23 tutors in
total) and so far they have assisted over

70 school students, including many who
are St Cuthbert’s students. Some of the
Quaran-tutoring Old Girls recently came to

a Year 11 HUB session and shared tips to
our students on how to study effectively for
assessments.

STCUTH’S@HOME
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StCuth’s@home
Junior School
Bubbles

I feel privileged to be in a
position to reflect on our
successes and challenges
under lockdown and what we
might take from it to help with
whatever comes next.
The Junior School team, from our
staff right through to our families
and amazing girls, have blown me
away during this unprecedented
time. The teachers’ enthusiasm,
creativity and flexibility was
exceptional. The girls returned
to school with an extra little
‘independent’ swagger in their
step, feeling proud of their learning
experiences and newly-honed skills
gathered while at home.
Speaking daily with different
families during lockdown, and
keeping in touch with the teaching
team, made me more aware than
ever of how important it is to have
time to ‘pause and just be’. It has
highlighted the importance of
mental health and, as we emerge
back into normality, my commitment
to the Junior School will be to
make sure that Wellbeing does not
become just another buzzword…it
should mean understanding how
to live your best life – here, now,
in the moment. I want our girls to
recognise their successes and
learn from their difficulties. I want
them to recognise how valuable
Wellbeing really is. Through this,
our girls will withstand whatever
change the world throws at us next.
Kerry Oldman,
Head of Junior School

16
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Day in the life of two bubbles

Meet Lucy and Aimee Gill.
Aimee is in Year 3 in Ms Steven’s class and her older
sister, Lucy, is a Year 6 girl in Mrs Blanchard’s class. The
girls interviewed each other about learning from home.

Ensuring our Junior School families were fully supported with clear
direction and encouragement was key in our Junior School. We take a
glimpse into the bubbles of two families who had not just one, but two
St Cuthbert’s Junior School girls learning from home.

Meet Jackie and
Jennie Xu.
Jackie is in Year 6
and Jennie is in Year
1 and we talked to
them at home where
they live with their
parents Jerry and
Sophia, as well as
their grandmother.

Jackie: Hi Jennie! Since we have been in
lockdown for about one and a half months, I
would like to ask you some questions about
online learning.
Jennie: Sure, let’s get it started.

Jennie: How has St Cuthbert’s Junior School
made you braver about Covid-19?
Jackie: Our teachers have actually done many things
to help me face this pandemic without any fear such
as giving us fun activities to do and encouraging us.

Jackie: Well if you are ready let’s begin. This is
the first question: what do you like most about
learning from home?
Jennie: The thing I like most about learning from home
is getting more time to read my books.

Lucy: What is your worst favourite thing about being in
lockdown?
Aimee: I don’t really like doing the school work, it would be great
to be playing games on the iPads instead.

Jackie: What do you miss most about being at
St Cuthbert’s?
Jennie: I miss seeing all my friends and teachers and
also playing on the fun playground.

Lucy: When you go back to school where is the first place
you will play?
Aimee: The Secret Garden.

Jennie: What about you?
Jackie: Well, while this pandemic is still going on and
affecting lots of people, I feel safer at home with my
family and not having to go to school worrying if I am
going to be infected.

Jackie: Now the opposite, what do you not
like about learning from home?
Jennie: I don’t have enough books for me to read and
we can’t go to the library.

Jennie: What did you feel about online
learning at first?
Jackie: I was actually quite excited on taking the
opportunity after Mrs Blanchard told us it will be very
cool and it certainly is.

18
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Lucy: Hi Aimee, what is your favourite thing about being
in lockdown?
Aimee: Being on the iPads all day is fun!

Jackie: What will be the first thing you do when
you get back to St Cuthbert’s?
Jennie: I will tell all my friends and teachers how much
I miss them and give them all a big hug.
Jackie: What is the hardest thing about learning
from home?
Jackie: I think the hardest thing about learning from
home is probably just trying to get our teacher’s
attention maybe when you have to ask a question, but
after a few days or even weeks with that problem, Mrs
Blanchard had an idea to write our questions down in
the slide Mrs Blanchard will create for my class which
worked really well.
Jackie: Well, I guess we’ve finished the interview,
now it is time for me to eat all the muffins!
Jennie: Hey!!! They are also for me. I helped you make
them!

The girls’ father, Jerry, also shares his
StCuth’s@home experience:
I found the experience really
impressive; it was so good to
see St Cuthbert’s responding
so quickly. I couldn’t believe
that from day one there were
structured learning systems
in place, lots of access with
the teachers and plenty
of pre-prepared learning
resources. I could see that
all of the staff had spent a
long time preparing for the
lockdown learning.
My girls very much
enjoyed the online learning;

we didn’t expect them to take
to it so quickly, but they just
loved it from the start. I didn’t
find anything frustrating and
I can’t think of anything I’d
like to change for them as
I was very happy with the
learning programmes. I felt
St Cuthbert’s communicated
well with us as parents. The
teachers gave us updates
and we received regular
emails so, we were very
happy and felt kept up-todate.

Aimee: So, what are you looking forward to doing when
you get back to school?
Lucy: Seeing my friends in person, chatting with them and playing
‘cops and robbers’ down at ‘the Stump’ with them.
Aimee: Yeah, I like that idea. What have you liked about
online learning?
Lucy: The thing I like most about online learning is seeing all your
friends and the teacher still because it’ll be really boring if you
didn’t see my teacher and you just had a recording on a video.
Aimee: What do you not like about online school?
Lucy: Probably that it’s really different and that you’re not seeing
your friends in person.
Aimee: What have you had the most fun doing online?
Lucy: The thing that I have found most fun about online learning
is still being able to do normal lessons like PE because you’re
doing it on ‘Zoom’ but you’re still able to do it with the rest of
your class.
STCUTH’S@HOME
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Aimee and Lucy’s Mother,
Jennifer, shares a peek into life
while learning from home:
In our bubble we were lucky in
that everyone managed to have a
separate workspace: my husband
was in the study; Lucy had a desk
in her bedroom and could shut her
door, which was great during her
music lessons; Aimee’s desk was in
the girls’ playroom; and I was in the
middle of everything online working
in the kitchen so I was the odd one
out! I find that lunches are a grand
affair nowadays. I’m actually missing
lunchboxes!

Inspiring others to
‘do good’ through art
Year 10 student, Felicia Qin, created an amazing art exhibition ‘Project Fear’ to
raise money for the Auckland District Health Board. We spoke to Felicia about
this very special project and why it is so important to inspire others to do good.
such as “Self-Isolate”, “Girl in a bubble”, “This is not a
drill” and “Stop buying masks.”
The art was auctioned off on Webb’s online auction
portal, raising around $45,000, double the amount
Felicia and John expected! The entire proceeds, including
the buyer’s premium, were donated to the art fund of the
Auckland DHB Charitable Trust. The project was also
exhibited at the Auckland Hospital for a month – move
over Banksy!

As a parent online learning has
been great. Lucy, being Year 6, is a
more independent learner and I could
let her go and know she will work well
with her teacher and complete her
work as she is a very responsible girl.
As a younger Year 3, Aimee needed
more handholding, and I’d assist her
with her writing and art tasks where I’d
sit beside her and we’d work together.
At every single lesson for PE or
Music the teachers were not only
there but they were highly engaged
and constantly coming up with
creative ways to do things. At one
stage we had an obstacle course
going through our kitchen for PE and
another time we had the whole Year
6 class playing the clarinet together
in Lucy’s bedroom. The fact that the
teachers were always there, that they
were so dedicated, and that they were
live with the girls has made both of
our daughters feel so much more in
touch, and given all that’s going on
that’s been so important to us and to
them.
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During lockdown Felicia felt herself wanting to give back
to the local community. Not only that, she wanted to give
back with the hope that in doing so, she would inspire
others to give back too.
“My first inspiration was from someone in Canada who
went around the neighbourhood to ask if anyone needed
help getting groceries. I thought it would be a good idea
to do a project like that too.”
As a result ‘Project Fear’ was born, a creative partnership
between Felicia and artist John Reynolds. Together
the duo created a series of stunning canvases, each
painted a vibrant colour with impactful lockdown themed
statements sourced from magazines and newspapers

Felicia says the exhibition represents teamwork and
resilience. “If we are resilient and work together, we will
be strong. Being able to adapt is very important because
anything could change at any moment” Felicia says.
In particular, Felicia says she learnt a lot about teamwork
from working on the exhibition.
“If everyone works together then people can cooperate
easily and solve issues. Teamwork has taught me to learn
from other people’s perspectives.”
For Felicia, art is a powerful way of expressing yourself,
and an important way to connect with others.
She explains “Art can be very unique. I can express
myself with art because it could mean anything, you are
able to show your feelings through art.”

STCUTH’S@HOME
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StCuths@home has been the most
amazing learning experience for us all.
I just loved how everyone recognised
straight away that the world had
suddenly changed, so grabbed the
opportunity to do something positive
and really worthwhile for the girls.
It was truly wonderful watching
teachers and support staff nimbly
leap into doing things we had never
done before. It is exciting being part of
that team.

StCuth’s@home
Senior School
Our Senior School had so many unique, and
interesting ways to keep the girls connected and
engaged throughout lockdown. From toga hallway
fashion shows, to baking, our girls and teachers
share some of their highlights.

I must say that I was particularly proud
of the Prefects. Firstly, we were treated
to the “We are all in this together” video.
Then the Head Prefects of Auckland
video (organised by ours and Epsom
Girls’ prefects!) sent a message of
encouragement to all schools. SO moving!
Then for Mothers’ Day, the Prefect team
got girls of all ages throughout the school
to talk about their mothers, and what they
mean to them. Again, so moving! Such
good girls! I love them! And what I love
most of all is their energy for doing good
for others. They just exude ‘By Love Serve’.

Keeping our girls connected

For me personally, having lunch in the
garden with my husband every day was
the best. Vegemite on a ciabatta roll in
the sunshine became the new normal. We
missed hugs from the family but seeing
them on screen meant everyone could
follow the progress of Spikey the caterpillar.
Watching as he ate his way through a large
carrot and turned into a chrysalis was
entertaining for all members of the family.

St Cuthbert’s has a unique pastoral care
model that is tailored to the needs of girls
at every stage and the Year 7 Homeroom
model gives our students the support
they need to thrive. Never before has
this transition been so significant with
2020’s Year 7s spending just one term
getting to know each other before they
had to switch to remote learning from
home due to the lockdown.

I shall miss the still nights and quiet
streets. I hope we can preserve the
real neighbourhood feel amongst the
communities in New Zealand as we resume
our usual activities with a strong sense of
purpose in anticipating the future.

The Year 7 Homeroom system really
came into its own with girls having access
to one regular teacher who knew them
well so they could be guided through
the “new normal” to which we all had to
quickly adapt. The girls shared some of
their experiences with us.

Fiona Cottam,
Head of Senior School, Deputy Principal

“Online learning has been a really
different experience for all of us. It’s
had its good and bad days, but overall
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has been a marvellous time. Our class,
7WIT, really enjoyed spending more
time with their families, wearing mufti,
waking up a half-hour later, getting
cooked lunches almost every day and
having everything we need at reach.
We also didn’t have to lug our heavy
bags around the campus! Our class
really appreciates how much effort
everybody has put in especially our
teachers.”

were mostly about microphone accidents
when family members have done
funny things when they didn’t know the
microphone was on. Online learning has
been a fun and enjoyable time for 7WLS”.
By Regina Cao, 7WLS homeroom
Our Years 8–13 Tutor Groups focused
on keeping our girls connected and creating
a sense of wellbeing throughout the
lockdown period. They were a safe place
for our girls to share their experiences, ask
questions and feel connected with each
other.
When we first went into lockdown, some
of the Year 13 Prefects acknowledged they
were feeling anxious, reminding us how vital
it was to keep all our girls connected. The
‘Big Sister Little Sister’ buddy programme
sprung from this and became an integral
part of the Tutor Group programme,
fostering relationships between our older
and younger girls.
The Tutor Teachers are a constant in
the girls’ busy day; this is the more informal
environment where they know they can
be themselves. The Deans provided a
programme to support discussions and
encouraged activities and routines to keep
the girls focused on what they could do to
make the best of this time in lockdown. This
included ‘By Love Serve Friday’ where the
girls all had the opportunity to share what
they had done for their family or household,
where they could go outside to play, walk
or run, share activities and ideas with their
buddies or just have a chat about their
day. On Mother’s Day the girls shared
ideas about what they were going to do for
their mother or mother figure in their lives,
to make their day special. At the end of
lockdown, we asked the girls to share some
of their ‘new normal’ routines for learning
and activities so we can ‘archive lockdown’,
a period that we will never forget.

Spotlight on Technology
@home
In Years 7–10 Technology, our students
take short taster courses filled with
as much practical time as possible.
StCuth’s@home meant that practical
courses had to be put aside and focus
was placed on curriculum areas that
are often forgotten about – ‘Nature
of Technology’, and ‘Technological
Knowledge’.
Students were provided with a matrix
of activities, the “Amazing Technology
Quest” in which they could pick out
activities best suited to their interests
and learning style. Activities encouraged
our girls to think about how things work,
why they are the way they are, how
products could be improved, and the
psychology behind some of our favourite
products. There were activities for the
musically minded, the super sketchers,
and more. Most importantly, activities
were accessible to everyone, creating
an equitable curriculum.

AANYA NAIDU, YEAR 9
Visually communicate a design for a new classroom
chair that is; easy to put up on a table, comfortable
to sit in, easy to move around the room, can have its
height adjusted.

Some of the activities included:
• Hypothesising how a kitchen
appliance works, then researching to
see if the hypothesis is right.
• Debating whether the school has
been designed in an accessible,
wheelchair-friendly way.
• Analysing how sound is used in
products to make them more fit
for purpose and to improve user
experience.
• Making a TikTok video advertisement
for a product in their own home.
The lockdown resulted in wonderful
new ways of teaching our girls how to
pre-empt problems, mitigate risk, and
prepare for the unknown. If Covid-19
has taught us anything, it is that those
three skills are essential!

TULIP MIN, YEAR 10 - A TOASTER
Pick a kitchen appliance and study it closely – How
do you think it works? Make your hypothesis, then
research it. Were your guesses right?
HYPOTHESIS:
I think there is something that heats up the whole thing
and something helps to spread the heat like a metal
bar inside. There is definitely an electric motor to heat
up and a timer to remind us of the time.
Research:
The bi-metallic switch helps to indicate the starting of
a process. The nichrome wire becomes hot and starts
to heat the bread. The spring-loaded pop-up tray is to
help the bread pop-up when it’s done.
My hypothesis was mostly right. The part that heats up
everything and spreads the heat is the nichrome wire.
I hadn’t thought about what helps the bread pop-up
after it’s done, so I missed the spring tray which is
a crucial part in the process. I also forgot that there
should be a switch which is needed to get the job done.

By Sophie Yeoman and Bianca Brdanovic.
7WIT homeroom

“Our 7WLS class enjoyed being
at home, we enjoyed things such as:
getting closer and spending more
time with their pets, having more time
with their family, being able to wake
up later, not getting much homework,
and not having to walk from class to
class. The funny things that happened

RUBY MEHLHOPT, YEAR 9
The inner workings of a salt grinder.
Try to think what the inside of one of your kitchen
appliances looks like – draw a sectional view of it.
STCUTH’S@HOME
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English lockdown story

(Charlotte Wren Year 10’s story about lockdown from her cat’s point of view)

Dear Diary
I am writing this in the small snippets of time I get alone.
I am told it is only week 2 of lockdown. The humans have
been home far too much in my opinion, invading my naps
spots and claiming them as their own, justifying that ‘school’
is far more important than my sunny morning naps. I
disagree. But no matter, I can just as easily nap with the
sounds of other humans coming from their voice boxes. But
then, the other day, it happened. It was my turning point,
and it was time for retaliation. I must plan.

Languages In Year 10 English our girls delved
into some creative writing based on their time in
lockdown. We absolutely love this story Charlotte
Wren wrote from her cat’s perspective! (left)

But before I start planning my retaliation, let me inform
you of the events that led me to such dire consequences. At
the end of the last week, I was sitting in my favourite sunny
nap spot on the front room bed, when the young human,
Charlotte, and the slightly bigger young human, Harriet,
stampeded to the front door, practically serenaded by the
dog’s barks. They brought in a large box. The second I saw
it, I abandoned my cleaning duties and focused on this new
excitement. I couldn’t wait for them to pull out whatever junk
was inside so I could sit in that huge box to my heart’s desire.
But then, when the item was pulled out, I was in shock. I had
to abandon my plans. It was the most horrifying machine
I had ever seen. A printer. And not just any printer. I’m not
some kitten who leaps a mile into the air when they see an A4
printer. No, this was the stuff of nightmares. An A3 printer.
I quickly left the room and managed to slink over the fence
without drawing too much attention to myself. I had to get
to my planning tree, and fast too. The house was in danger
and I needed to protect it. This was bigger than any mission
I’d had before. The moving blobs under the covers seemed like
nothing next to this new danger. After what felt like hours of
planning, I was ready. I would march into that room the next
morning and show that printer who’s boss. I was prepared to
bring out the big guns. My teeth.

Our Spanish students reconnected with Judit who had just returned from Spain. The girls used the ‘Flipgrid’ app to send her a flurry of
video messages, and she replied to every single one. It was so nice for the girls to reconnect with her again and make her smile!

Our Year 8 girls studying French took part in a role play in French,
our Year 9 beginners drew gorgeous characters and wrote a short
paragraph in French to describe their clothes, and our Year 13 girls
studied the history of Rap in French. Our Year 9 girls also played a
few tricks on their parents on April fool’s day (Poisson d’avril)!

Our Year 8 and 9 girls studying Chinese
created Chinese shuttlecocks and tested them
out with their families. Our Year 9 girls also went
on a virtual garden tour to discover the roles of
various fruits and vegetables in Chinese cooking.

The next morning I put the plan in action. The young human
was sitting at the table, talking to another young human
through her voice box. No matter, I would attack and protect
her. I marched up to the printer and started to chew on the
closest piece of printer to me. This was when my plan started
to go really wrong. The young human came and told me
off. Told ME off. When I was protecting HER. Ridiculous.
I couldn’t believe it. I was insulted. And to add insult to
injury, she called me silly and then she and her little voice
box human, Ava, laughed about it. Ridiculous.
I obviously didn’t need to protect her from the printer
anymore, so I used my free time to plan a retaliation against
her. I investigated the place she would be most affected.
School. I would take the attention away by showing my
beautiful self on camera. I would bite, I would scratch. I would
do everything to make my feelings understood.
I have begun my plan, and I believe my message is definitely
coming across.
Until next plan Diary,
Olive
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In Year 9 statistics our girls used items at home counting tins of
beans and spaghetti in their cupboards. While in 13IB statistics, the
girls investigated spending on ball dresses used Padlet to describe our
feelings about school uniform.

Year 7 Geometry
Our Year 9 te Reo Māori students made a poi, recipe or raranga
(weaving). The girls then presented their culinary delights along
with new te reo kupu (words) for the rest of the class. We hear their
baking skills were notable!
Our Year 12 Classics girls studied and performed readings from
home from the Ancient Greek play ‘Oedipus the King’ which worked
better than expected via video call! Whilst Year 13 Classics learnt
about great buildings and works of art in Rome and got to be virtual
tourists from home.
Our Year 9 students enjoyed an online toga
tying competition using sheets and tablecloths,
then took to the catwalk down their hallways! In
Year 10 the girls became real estate agents and
designed a real estate ad for a palace built by the
Romans in Britain.

Our Year 9 Option Art students photographed ‘Miniature worlds’
with their own phones or cameras available at home. The challenge
for students was to be, inventive, resourceful and risk taking while
making witty, fun and unusual contrasts between real life objects and
areas in their ‘bubbles’ with their own small props, toys, figurines and
homemade objects. The results are gorgeous, girls!

The variety offered across the Sciences didn’t let up during
lockdown. Across Years 7–13, our Science teachers adapted the
delivery of the curriculum to be suitable for students to learn at home.
As you’ll see from these photos, there were very active learning
moments had by all!

In Year 7 Drama our girls had a
variety of tasks to choose from
including creating a costume,
making puppets, designing a set
for a musical and connecting with
a classmate to discuss musicals
they had watched while our Year
10 Drama students wrote and
performed a monologue based on
an image of an unknown face.

STCUTH’S@HOME
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We caught up
with Year 8
student Sasha
Lockington,
and her mother
Jacqui, on how
they found
adjusting to
online learning
during the
lockdown.

A DAY IN THE BUBBLE
A snapshot of StCuth’s@home
“I do miss my friends, but it’s been fun to be able to
see them every day online in our classes, and to be
able to connect with my teachers too”, says Sasha.
Sasha hasn’t really noticed too much difference in
her learning, except that it’s online, and her favourite
subject is still anything to do with PE and Sport!
Sasha definitely has made the most of the Athlete
Pathway Programme videos and exercise suggestions
that were prepared by the PE and Sports teams to
help everyone keep fit while in lockdown. “It’s great
that I’ve been able to continue with my tennis practice,
netball and strength training at home’’, she says.
She is also making the most of the extra time she
has with no early morning sports practices or after
school activities. Sasha reports that she has started
writing in a journal every day, and is into cooking in a big
way, making all sorts of treats for breakfast including
omelettes and French toast. She has also started
taking her turn to cook the evening meal for the family,
with pizza and roast chicken being popular options!
“It’s nice having that extra time to be able to do some
new things like cooking and baking. I’ve also been able
to go for runs with my mum in the mornings and we are
definitely doing a lot more together as a family.”
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Off for a run!

8.00am

Cooking French toast for breakfast.

8.30am

All set to go! First period, Maths.

9.20am

Social Studies.

10.10am

10
Doing my
Strength
Training!

7.00am

Just prior to going into lockdown, Jacqui bought a
mini pool table, so the family have been occupied with
competitions in their downtime and have also been
playing badminton together in the garden.

Catching up with my tutor class.

Today it was buddy time, so we caught up with each
other on how it’s going, and we compared stories about
our lockdowns.
Morning tea and some exercise.

11.10am

English.

12.00pm

Athlete Pathway Programme.

12.50pm

Lunch break.

1.45pm

Science.

Today we did an experiment with a friend in class
measuring how different temperatures of water
dissolved salt the quickest.
Dance.

First period,
Maths
More work

For my Dance project I chose Bollywood as my
traditional dance to show how it has evolved over
the ages. Busy with research today!

3.25pm

All done!

6.00pm

Cooking dinner for the family!

Jacqui says, “It’s important to keep positive;
playing games together and keeping fit are an
important part of coping with our new normal with all
of us being home together. Both Jacqui, and Sasha’s
father John, were busy working from home during the
lockdown, so having Sasha and her brother occupied
with online learning has been fantastic.
“It was so good for everyone to have some
structure, and for Sasha to feel that she was still a part
of St Cuthbert’s while learning from home. She really
loved the Prefects’ video, it was such a lovely thing for
them to do to share with all the girls; things like that do
a lot to keep the school spirit going remotely.

We are studying the Covid-19 pandemic and comparing
this to other disasters around the world over the ages.

10.50am

2.35pm

Off for a run!

Cooking dinner
for the family!

Exercise

“These are extraordinary times, and I’ve really
appreciated the way the school has prepared so well
for remote learning, it has taken some of the stress
out of the lockdown, and we’ve been able to have
some fun too”.

STCUTH’S@HOME
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St Cuthbert’s
Head of
Performing Arts,
Judy McIntosh,
discusses the
true value of
Performing
Arts while
learning
remotely
during the
lockdown.

The importance of
Performing Arts
In recent years there has been much emphasis
on STEM courses in our secondary schools as
we head into a rapidly changing digital world
where ‘hard sciences’ have taken precedent
within school courses. Dance, Drama and Music
have commonly become optional and as Peter
O’Connor, Professor of Education at the University
of Auckland, argues in his article for ‘Newsroom’,
Arts subjects have been considered the nice
subjects you “did on a Friday afternoon”. As a
consequence in many schools, The Performing
Arts are disappearing altogether.
Fortunately, at St Cuthbert’s, we understand
the true value of Performing Arts and are able
to challenge this thinking. We are in the very
fortunate position to be able to promote the
difference between mere achievement and
absolute success in life. We believe you can’t

have students performing well in the Sciences
without the creative, innovative glue that connects
and actions their thinking.
At a time like the present, when we were
faced with the reality of teaching our students
remotely, we looked closely at our pedagogy and
what our students really needed.
Performing Arts not only build the skills
future employers are looking for: collaboration,
curiosity, risk-taking and an ability to think outside
the square, but provides young people with an
opportunity to express themselves and experiment
with finding the very thing that brings them joy.
Actors, dancers and musicians are encouraged
to train their imaginations, and imagination is vital
for our individual wellbeing, as our lives can only
be made better if we can imagine a kinder, more
colourful, better world. Performing Arts creates
worlds of imagination and hope so desperately
sought by young people today.
But, most importantly, Performing Arts are
vital to schools because they encompass the
very competency we all need for the 21st century,
Empathy. To be able to step into someone else’s
shoes, to recognise and acknowledge the pain
and suffering of others, to understand that there
is always another side to the story, to unravel
the mystery of why people say and do what they
do, gives our young people some of the skills
they need to cope in this world. Empathy and
Understanding create the insight and tolerance
we need to hold the future of our fragile world
together.
At St Cuthberts, we don’t see Performing
Arts as a nice add-on to the hard subjects, but as
essential to the wellbeing of all of us, the individual
student and the whole school community.

Quality, Professional
Tailored Online Tuition
That delivers results
TTNZ offer tailored English tutoring to individuals where English is a second language.
The programme involves an initial assessment of capability and then a tailored tuition programme is
developed to meet the desired outcomes of the individual.
The online component allows people to upskill in the comfort of your own home, afterwork or in the
weekend.
Adults are quite often neglected when it comes to improving their language skills, but TTNZ offers to
make it easy individuals to learn. Whether it is to help connect with the community at work or the
children’s schools better.
TTNZ are offering a special discount of 20% for St Cuthbert’s parents and friends – just mention this
advertisement.

Contact: www.totaltuitionnewzealand.com,
patrick@totaltuitionnewzealand.com

After School Care
After School Care runs every afternoon
from 3.00pm – 5.30pm.
Knowing that your daughter is in a
happy environment is invaluable.
Please contact Sandy

09 520 8477

after.schoolcare@stcuthberts.school.nz
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“

Together, alone
we are, acting
collectively, in
a rare moment
of pause and
opportunity to
build a safe
and sustainable
future.

Together is the
operative word,
‘we’, not ‘us
and them’.”

Together Alone
A defining moment, a life worth
living, and a decade for action
2020 is a defining moment for Global Citizenship, the world
brought to its knees by a virus… We have entered a period
of isolationism as nations retreat within their borders and
people within their homes. Unlike the isolationism of a
Century ago, we are technologically interconnected and have
shared interests that know no borders.
The development of education for Global
Citizenship is as exciting as it is urgent. Rapid
technological advancement paves the way
for global problem-solving at the same time
as the Earth and all that lives on it, faces
unprecedented challenges and existential
threats, such as future pandemics and
climate change.
Global Citizenship is about being
responsible and ready for the complex and
rapidly changing world that we are now in.
Responsibility is key, it gives legitimacy to
the notion of Global Citizenship and provides
a sound philosophical underpinning for
teaching and learning. It is the basis for a
move in thinking and action.

What is Global Citizenship
education?
Global Citizenship education is holistic and
interdisciplinary education that is embedded
in the teaching, learning and pastoral care
of the school, engendering empathy and
prioritising wellbeing. Giving equal weight
to developing good character and critical
thinking skills fosters connectedness with
knowledge and common goods. Students
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understand that it is their responsibility to
seek the truth and to act upon it and not to
assume the validity of information presented
to them.

A life worth living
“The unexamined life is not worth living” is
a recollection of Socrates’ words. To not
think and question is to be a passenger in
life, assuming information put before us
is real and distancing ourselves from the
responsibility to seek truth and act ethically.
Young people are developing their own
views on how things work and what matters.
We provide opportunities to explore the world
and our place in it through philosophical
enquiry and epistemic reasoning, clearly
linking the school’s strategic goals of
knowledge and Global Citizenship.
Responsible citizenship requires ethical
decision making. Students learn theories of
ethics that they can apply to issues that come
up in daily life and future careers, exploring
complex issues ranging from social media to
bioethics. It is vital that we apply an ethical
lens when gazing in awe at the potential of
artificial intelligence and nanotechnology.

The Practice – how do we
integrate and implement?
Our developing schoolwide initiative
provides a framework for whole education
aligned to the principles of the ‘College
Compass’, the aspirations of the New
Zealand Curriculum, UNESCO’s pillars of
learning, and the SDGs.
The intended outcomes are that students
will leave school with:
• an understanding of how they fit into the
world – their identity, responsibilities and
what they can contribute;
• critical and creative thinking skills and
ability to take action;
• confidence – a well-developed sense of
self, resilience, and ability to empathise
and give;
• respect for others, understanding of what
others can give;
• resilience as independent young women;
and
• a framework for ethical decision-making.

Action and engaging the
whole school with the wider
community
In 2020 we go deeper and wider with our
initiative, seizing a moment in time for
change and a decade for action that is
vital if we are to achieve the sustainable
development goals by 2030. To do this we
must engage the whole school community
and strengthen existing initiatives such as

‘Love and Diversity Week’ and ‘Epsom’s
Hottest Fairtrade Baking Competition’. This
year, we launch our most ambitious initiative
yet and one that will frame so much of what
we do, a ten-year journey to a zero-carbon
St Cuthbert’s.
By reaching out to the wider community
and working in partnership across sectors,
students, teachers, and parents can engage
in the sharing of ideas and practise with those
in positions of leadership and developmental
change. At the same time, business and
political leaders can learn from active youth
voice and creativity. Young people are
standing up and making themselves heard –
seeking systemic change for a fairer, cleaner
future.
Looking out in our school communities
can bring a wealth of knowledge and ‘how
to’ in. Families like to know about their
children’s learning and wellbeing. They also
like to know how they can be involved and
provide a rich source of experience and
opportunity.

Prioritising wellbeing – the
heart at the centre of the
head and hands
Global Citizenship education operates over
three domains of learning; cognitive, socioemotional, and behavioural – also known as
head, heart, and hands. The impact of the
demands of assessment driven cognitive
learning on the behavioural and emotional
domains of learning can be harmful and
associated with increased rates of mental
health issues. Prioritising wellbeing seeks to
bring balance.

The three domains of learning are
consistent with the principles of biculturalism
in Te Tiriti O Waitangi and linked to Te Ao
M ori by three fundamental concepts,
outlined in a Ministry of Education online
document, P t tara (a call to action).
This document incorporates sustainability
and Global Citizenship across the curriculum
in Aotearoa New Zealand. Those concepts
are:
T ranagawaewae
– understanding where I stand
Kaitiakitanga
– caring for people and place (guardianship)
Whakapu wai
– flourishing ever forward
We can be at one with our place in the
world when we are at one with ourselves.
We seek to create an environment in
which our students will develop character
strengths of resilience, optimism, flexible
thinking, emotional regulation, empathy, and
emotional awareness.
Global Citizenship education helps us to
understand our own identity and our place
in the world; to seek knowledge and insight
from a variety of viewpoints, to explore
different cultural perspectives, to analyse
and critique big ideas, to have the freedom
to think creatively and develop original ideas:
and most importantly, to be a part of making
dreams for a better world real, for our girls
and generations to come. Let’s change the
thinking, not the climate.

Libby Giles, Global Citizenship
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PE and Sports @home
Every day
during
StCuths@home
learning,
families
were provided
with resources
to keep moving,
fit, and mentally
healthy.

The “Move Well Home-Based Workout”, run by our
PE and Sports departments, was a programme in
which girls of all ages could participate from their
homes. Here’s just a small selection of the “Move
Well Home-Based Workout”.

PE Classes @home

Wellness and Rest

Our Years 7–10 PE classes continued their planned
work for the Term as if they were still at school.
Our PE Teachers were hugely creative in delivering
and communicating the various PE skill units, all via
screens. Here’s a snapshot of few fun PE lessons
that were delivered whilst in insolation:

Being Still
Mindfulness audio guides;

• The ‘100 Challenge’ with Mr Smith:
• ‘Climb the Pyramid’ with Mrs Middleton
• ‘Bootcamp’ with Mrs Middleton
• ‘Virtual Cross Country’ with the Browne Twins

Being Thankful
A guide to composing Gratitude Journals;

Being Rested
Meditation guides; and
Being in the Right Frame of Mind
An audio guide which girls could do from their bed,
getting the day off to a positive start.

This section included more instructional videos than
YouTube could have coped with (move aside Joe
Wicks!). The videos covered a vast spectrum of
activities to ensure girls never had an excuse to be
bored or without inspiration. A few of our favourites
were:
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“Firstly, we would just like to say
don’t stress about having four
weeks off training/games. This
will absolutely not affect you
in the long run! Some of you
Senior girls could actually use
a break. The main thing is you
are keeping active and positive
for when we can return to sport.”

A favourite had to be 2019’s
national NZ Young Sports
Person of the Year, Katie Doar,
practising hockey skills against
her toughest opponent yet – her
dog!

• Planks;
• Breathing techniques;
• Lunges and Squats;
• Pushups progressive guides;
• Balance Ball Challenge;
• Juggling;
• Tennis Balls on a Wall; and
• Ball skills at home.

It was important across the school that an excess
of screen time was avoided, but this was especially

Hockey @home
For Victoria Methven and Tori
Vao, lockdown was a chance
for their Hockey players to take
a much-needed break, with this
message for their players:

Each of the Hockey coaches
made videos demonstrating
basic skills to enable players
to practice at home, as well as
provided links with useful Hockey
drills.

Physically Active

PE@home Junior School

Sports Codes
@home

important for our younger girls who were used to
more time outside and missed playground catch
ups with their buddies. Des Knight and Rachel
Curtis from our Junior School PE team provided a

Football @home
Our 1st X1 football coach
Mark Thompson, provided
great tips for both budding
and experienced St Cuthbert’s
Footballers. In addition, useful
links were provided to keeping
fit and practising Football drills
that were suitable for all levels of
Football experience.

Sports Department Challenge
The Sports Department may have set this social media challenge
but it was the girls who really brought it to life!
The quest was to post an isolation workout and tag the
school and sport Instagram accounts, and the response
was huge. We never knew so many girls had dogs who
loved workouts too!

Netball @home
Head of Sports, Kerry Lancaster,
provided girls with access to
the prestigious “Swift 21-day
shooting challenge” which
was filmed on location at St
Cuthbert’s. With over 600
netballers at St Cuthbert’s it
was fantastic to have a good
programme in place to help
our girls feel connected to their
chosen sport.
Water Polo @home – without
a pool!
Water Polo coach, Olly Gibb,
shared dry land workouts that
were suitable for all, no pool
required!
With a list of daily challenges
with incredible variety, challenges
included general fitness, ball
skills, pilates, timed runs, yoga
and more, a great resource for
students and parents alike!

programme with lots of variety, which was easy to follow at home
and didn’t require special equipment. From Daily Jump Jams, to
innovative obstacle courses no two days were alike.
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Achieving balance in
a challenging world

“

When you think about it, in just a few short generations, human beings have largely
moved from rural living, with a real dependence and therefore focus on the land,
to becoming urban individuals with a focus on the material things we can acquire –
often at a detriment to our environment. There’s a disconnect.”

Embracing balance is something Old Girl Michelle
Morpeth (Peer Year 1994) does on a daily basis.
It’s something she believes we can all achieve – and
deserve. To connect women and famillies to each
other and the outdoors, Michelle developed the
Outdoorsy NZ website and The Outdoorsy Mama, a
thriving Facebook group.
As a new mother (sons Nate and Tasman are now
six and three), Michelle realised how much she needed
to be outdoors for her own sanity. “I just found it a
real respite from the chaos that can be motherhood.
Spending time together out in nature grounded us
both – Nate was more settled and relaxed, and I felt
recharged.” This time outdoors evolved into adventures,
which she started blogging about after friends asked
for suggestions.
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One of the activities that Michelle has facilitated
was an all-girls’ boat charter with ‘Pure Salt’ in
Fiordland. In Dusky Sound, the group free-dived for
pāua and crayfish, went shark-spotting, caught fish,
and hiked, among others. “We are incredibly lucky to
live in this country,” Michelle says.
Michelle also designs corporate programmes,
transforming the ways our lives have become increasingly
oriented toward sitting down and technology. “It’s my
mission to help people find strategies to fit more of
the outdoors in – and I can do that via an outdoor
workshop, a half-day urban adventure, or a full-day
outdoorsy session incorporating a conservation project
or community initiative” she says.

On Facebook, The Outdoorsy Mama is a
space where like-minded mums, in a safe and
supportive environment, find local knowledge.
Michelle says, “You will find genuine, warmhearted tips, advice, and ideas within our group.
We also have a paid membership option,
giving access to a calendar of our Outdoorsy
events, which mums can pick and choose
from. That’s been great for meeting new
friends, learning new skills, discovering new
places to explore, and actually prioritising
self-care.”
For Michelle, self-care isn’t selfish. It’s
fundamental. It’s both understanding and
valuing yourself – making it a priority means
“purposefully setting yourself up to be a
happy, healthy, thriving person.”
Michelle says that it’s important for her to
pass on her love for the outdoors to others. “I
decided early on in my biz journey to focus on
women and mums – I can relate to them, and
because they will then encourage outdoorsy
kids. If children learn to love nature, it’ll
naturally follow that they’ll want to protect
it. The children of the next generation have
GOT to grow up with a stronger conservation
ethic than we did.”

followed them up. Sometimes, we learn
just as much about confidence FROM our
children, as we try to instill it in them.”
As for what’s next for Michelle in a world
tinged by Covid-19? The first step is keeping
things as “normal” as possible with the boys.
“We were honest with them about what was
happening, but we tried hard to keep positive
around them, and not to pass on any anxiety.
The NZ Institute of Wellbeing and Resilience
(NZIWR) is a great resource – their website
has a wealth of information that has been
helpful over this time.” Some tips include
choosing where to focus your attention,
understanding that struggle is a part of life,
and not catastrophizing.
“Getting outdoors every day has been
key to our wellbeing over this time – while

maintaining a safe distance from others, of
course. I have tried to include fun ways to
incorporate ‘school work’ through outdoor
play – for example, discussing the weather
and how it works as we sat up a tree, number
games using shells on the beach, and taking
books to read on a blanket in the park.”
Ultimately, as is at the heart of St
Cuthbert’s, Michelle says it’s important to
think about how we all can positively impact
our community. “In business, you want to
be useful, to be helpful – because at the
end of the day, what you’re doing is solving
someone’s problem,” Michelle reflects. “I
want to help more people who are feeling the
disconnect. This pandemic has emphasised
to people just how important human
connection is, and the outdoors is a brilliant
medium for reconnection.”

This shows in Michelle’s children. Son
Nate says he loved going to the Pinnacles
hut in the Coromandel. Michelle remembers
the climb involving ladders and metal rungs
set into the cliffs – “not for the faint hearted!
Nate and his friend scampered up there –
we mums gulped, crossed our hearts and
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Our Birthday
Bubble Girls

For some of our amazing girls their ‘bubble’ featured a special
day… their birthday! It looks like your families really spoilt
you girls and made this a birthday to remember!
Happy Bubble Birthday to…

Meadow Nash, Year 1
Meadow celebrated her fifth birthday
in lockdown. She had a blast with this
delicious looking cake!

Clara El Jahel, Year 2

Clara celebrated her seventh birthday in her
bubble, we love your dress and cake Clara!

Kiki Kilmister-Blue,
Year 3

Kiki Kilmister-Blue celebrated her seventh
birthday with gifts from Countdown and
Chemist Warehouse.

Birthdays during lockdown: Alice Li 23/03/05, 15, Year 10; Emily Lim 23/03/15, 5, Year 0; Misa Masamura 23/03/07, 13, Year 8; Lucia Brooks Ham 24/03/04, 16, Year
12; Issy Pennington 24/03/09, 11, Year 7; Juliette Clarke 25/03/13, 7, Year 3; Lucy Fenwick 25/03/14, 6, Year 2; Rena Li 25/03/08, 12, Year 7; Jessica Ou 25/03/06, 14,
Year 9; Sasha Gabriel 26/03/06, 14, Year 10; Juliette Kay 26/03/07, 13, Year 9; Anna Zhou 26/03/06, 14, Year 10; Akhila Chandrakkanth27/03/07, 13, Year 9; Charlotte
Flanagan 27/03/09, 11, Year 7; Isabella Hibbins 27/03/15, 5 Year 0; Libby Jackson 27/03/08, 12, Year 8; Olivia Lawgun 27/03/04, 16, Year 12; Lilian Peng 27/03/14, 6,
Year 2; Kristie Sharma 27/03/07, 13, Year 9; Kiki Strickett 27/03/14, 6, Year 2; Chloe Alexander 28/03/05, 15, Year 11; Anne Hsu 29/03/06, 14, Year 10; Starr Zhang
29/03/03, 17, Year 13; Alexandra Coup 30/03/05, 15, Year 11; Rachel Denny 31/03/03, 17, Year 13; Grace Liang 31/03/06, 14, Year 10; Julia Moffitt 31/03/09, 11, Year
7; Isabella Lambie 23/04/08, 11, Year 7; Helena Liang 23/04/04, 15, Year 12; Hiro Han 24/04/07, 12, Year 9; Lily Hu 24/04/08; 11; Year 8; Clara MacCulloch 24/04/13,
6, Year 2; Anoushka McClymont 24/04/04, 15, Year 12; Charlotte Goldsmith 25/04/06, 13, Year 9; Stephie Huang 25/04/03, 16, Year 13; Adela Mai 25/04/13, 6, Year 2;
Emily Martin 25/04/08, 11, Year 7; Jessica Sharma 25/04/07, 12, Year 9; Anita Iese 26/04/06, 13, Year 9; Michelle Shao 26/04/07, 12, Year 9; Olivia Smith 26/04/05, 14,
Year 10; Isabella Toms 26/04/07, 12, Year 8; Fiona Wang 26/04/12, 7, Year 4; Coco Whitefoot 26/04/08, 11, Year 7; Mia Yuan 26/04/14, 5, Year 2; Freida Coote 27/04/10,
9, Year 5; Lily Hu 27/04/06, 13, Year 10; Hazel Lo 27/04/12, 7, Year 4; Jessie Yan 27/04/06, 13, Year 10; Xolaris Anushan 28/04/10, 9, Year 6; Zara Bennett 28/04/07, 12,
Year 9; Brooke Burley 28/04/08, 11, Year 8; Emily Dean 28/04/06, 13, Year 10; Iris Depeille 28/04/06, 13, Year 9; Iqra Mujeeb 28/04/02, 17, Year 13; Katie Tan 28/04/02,
17, Year 13; Giulliana Winter 28/04/03, 16, Year 13; Clarinda Zhang 28/04/05, 14, Year 10; Elizabeth Huang 29/04/04, 15, Year 11; Suri Patel 29/04/08, 11, Year 8; Anysha
Rees-Webbe 29/04/04, 15, Year 11; Zoe Robinson 29/04/03, 16, Year 13; Sophia Harris 30/04/06, 13, Year 9; Sienna Lala 30/04/10, 9, Year 6; Emily Price 30/04/03, 16,
Year 12; Tishani Vanniasingham 30/04/03, 16, Year 13; Emily Young 30/04/08, 11, Year 7; Susan Ahn 1/05/02, 18, Year 13; Leilani Selupe 1/05/03, 17, Year 12; Ophelia Yu
1/05/04, 16, Year 12; Valencia Santhara 2/05/06, 14, Year 10; Ella Zhang 3/05/07, 13, Year 8; Alayna Willis-Baker 4/05/03, 17, Year 13; Sophie Perry 4/05/05, 15, Year
11; Kimmy Lin 4/05/06, 14, Year 9; Phoebe Burley 4/05/07, 13, Year 8; Amanda Huang 5/05/02, 18, Year 13; Sasha Burton 5/05/09, 11, Year 7; Jennifer Bu 6/05/04, 16,
Year 11; Sophia Owen 6/05/04, 16, Year 11; Frankie Barrett 6/05/05, 15, Year 10; Naysha Harish 6/05/07, 13, Year 8; Natalia Larkins 6/05/07, 13, Year 9; Jessica Thomson
6/05/10, Year 10; Caitlin Adding 7/05/06, 13, Year 9; Natalie Lau 7/05/07, 12, Year 8; Ellie Carson 7/05/08, 11, Year 7; Lily Zhang 8/05/02, 17, Year 13; Ashleigh MacKay
8/05/03, 16, Year 12; Courtney Pettitt 8/05/03, 16, Year 12; Safia Moore 8/05/04, 15, Year 11; Henrietta Sutherland 8/05/08, 11, Year 7; Bella Browne 9/05/03, 16, Year
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Juliette Clarke, Year 3

Amélie Stow, Year 11

Rachel Denny, Year 13

Eva Hanning, Year 9

Jessica Thomson, Year 5

Lucy Fenwick, Year 2

Juliette Clarke was thrilled to receive Miss
Oldman’s birthday card when she turned
seven! Here she is with her new easel
and paints.

Eva celebrated her thirteenth birthday
during lockdown with cake and balloons.

Amélie had her sixteenth birthday during
lockdown with this masterpiece of a cake!

Jessica celebrated her tenth birthday at
home. After school her family lit the outdoor
fire and spent the afternoon eating cake
and playing games.

Rachel Denny turned seventeen in
lockdown. Her day included her favourite
spaghetti puttanesca for dinner, followed
by chocolate.

Lucy celebrated her sixth birthday
on 25 March. We love your pretty
necklace Lucy!

12; Chloe Browne 9/05/03, 16, Year 12; Isabella Wright 9/05/03, 16, Year 13; Marlo Guinness 9/05/07, 12, Year 9; Charlotte Abel 10/05/07, 12, Year 8; Galathée Gaillard
10/05/07, 12, Year 8; Justina Maka 10/05/08, 11, Year 8; Lily Darby 10/05/09, 10, Year 6; Nicole Zhou 10/05/09, 10, Year 7; Mikki Cui 12/05/05, 14, Year 10; Gloria
Zhang 12/05/06, 13, Year 10; Sascha Newland 12/05/09, 10, Year 6; Eva Liu 12/05/14, 5, Year 1; Georgia Milne 13/05/02, 17, Year 13; Ashlee Jiang 13/05/05, 14, Year
10; Brookelyn Muir 13/05/05, 14, Year 10; Franciera Mauai 13/05/08, 11, Year 7; Nalani Tuhoe 13/05/11, 8, Year 4; Nikeisha Parsot 14/05/03, 16, Year 12; Ava Tuhega
14/05/05, 14, Year 10; Sophie Robb 14/05/06, 13, Year 9; Rain Jiang 14/05/07, 12, Year 8; Olivia Welsh 15/05/02, 17, Year 13; Scarlett George 15/05/08, 11, Year 7;
Micayla Lin 15/05/10, 9, Year 5; Georgia Fyfe 16/05/02, 17, Year 13; Emma Irwin 16/05/04, 15, Year 11; Kate Lin 16/05/04, 15, Year 11; Holly Macdonald 16/05/05, 14,
Year 10; Aveia Renault-Pollard 16/05/10, 9, Year 5; Olivia Mann 16/05/14, 5, Year 1; Bella Welsh 17/05/03, 16, Year 12; Bella Fairbairn 17/05/08, 11, Year 8; Sonia Reddy
17/05/09, 10, Year 6; Meera Khurana 18/05/07, 12, Year 8; Marie-Pierre Avery 18/05/08, 11, Year 7; Cynthia Li 18/05/08, 11, Year 8; Lucy Gill 18/05/09, 10, Year 6;
Hope Wang 18/05/11, 8, Year 4; Emmeline Duncan 19/05/04, 15, Year 12; Amélie Jarvis 19/05/09, 10, Year 6; Lexi Liu 19/05/12, 7, Year 4; Yvonne Fatani 20/05/02, 17,
Year 13; Jenia Yu 20/05/03, 16, 12; Chanel Marusich 20/05/07, 12, Year 8; Olivia Taylor 20/05/13, 6, Year 2; Mia Vanderkolk 21/05/06, 13, Year 10; Charlotte Brolese
21/05/12, 7, Year 3; Claudia English 22/05/02, 17, Year 13; Logan Fitzpatrick 22/05/03, 16, Year 13; Esther Hooper 22/05/04, 15, Year 11; Melissa Zhu 22/05/13, 6,
Year 2; Nieve Campbell 23/05/03, 16, Year 12; Marilena Crisci 23/05/03, 16, Year 12; Hannah Williams 24/05/04, 15, Year 11; Maya Ng 24/05/06, 13, Year 9; Bonnie
Wang 24/05/07, 12, Year 8; Georgie Downes 25/05/02, 17, Year 13; Fern Webster 25/05/04, 15, Year 12; Mischa Weenink 25/05/07, 12, Year 8; Arna Liang 25/05/14,
5, Year 1; Emma Corban 26/05/04, 15, Year 11; Ashley Ganda 27/05/03, 16, Year 12; Angel Huang 27/05/04, 15, Year 10; Sara Korpus 27/05/04, 15, Year 11; Sydney
Yang 27/05/04, 15, Year 11; Maggie Zeng 27/05/09, 10, Year 7; Aeryl Zhang 27/05/14, 5, Year 1; Caitlin Reelick 28/05/03, 16, Year 13; Aaliya Ramanathan 28/05/04,
15, Year 12; Asha Wilson 28/05/05, 14, Year 10; Emma Arwanitis 28/05/08, 11, Year 7; Emison Styris 29/05/06, 13, Year 9; Teresa Mayerhofler 29/05/08, 11, Year 7;
Samantha Sutherland 29/05/09, 10, Year 6; Audrey Yang 29/05/12, 7, Year 3; Jeri Misa 30/05/02, 17, Year 13; Vanessa Chen 30/05/03, 16, Year 12; Rita Li 30/05/04,
15, Year 10; Sophia Zhou 30/05/05, 14, 10; Jaimie Slade 30/05/06, 13, Year 9; Amber Hughes 30/05/08, 11, Year 7; Minnie McCormack 30/05/08, 11, Year 7; Valerie
Sun 30/05/14, 5, Year 1; Billie Withers 31/05/06, 13, Year 9; Isabella Clarke 31/05/10, 9, Year 5.
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We sat down
with our Parents
and Friends’
Association Chair,
Elisabeth Bell,
to learn more
about her role
with P&F and her
experiences as a
St Cuthbert’s mum!

Building a vibrant
school community
Q:

Why did you choose
St Cuthbert’s for your
daughter?

My husband Robert’s mother was an Old Girl so
I definitely had a pre-disposition for the school,
but what really swung me was my visits to the
vibrant and welcoming classrooms – I could see
the warmth from the teachers and the fact that
all the girls were there to learn.
I was also inspired by the all-girls
environment, being the mum of both a girl and
a boy, I really believe that they learn differently,
and I could see that the same-sex environment
would give my daughter the freedom to discover
who she really is.

Q:

What has been your
experience as a parent?

It is just such a welcoming community; I have
loved getting involved and meeting so many
new people who are on the same journey
through the school as we are.
One of the things I treasure most about St
Cuthbert’s is how well my daughter’s teachers
know her, and know how to bring out the best in
her. They are very responsive to me as a parent
and always take the initiative when they feel
they need to. I also love the fact that the school
wants to know me as a person too, and it is
reassuring to know that everyone in our family
is important to the school.

Q:

Why did you decide to get
involved in P&F?

I thought it would be a great way of meeting
people, and in a way, an opportunity to share
my daughter’s journey with her. Initially I started
out as a class coordinator in the Junior School,
and then was approached by the previous
Head of P&F, Cat Moore, to see if I wanted to
join the committee. I spent some time on the
committee during 2017 supporting the school
with organising events, before the role as Chair
came up at the end of 2018.
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I am really loving the role as I feel I am
making a contribution to the school community,
through helping to drive a welcoming culture
for our families. I am also fortunate to have a
great committee to work with! One of the new
initiatives we have rolled out this year has been
to extend the Class Coordinator’s role across
more year levels at the school to provide more
opportunities for people to connect with one
another. These connections were especially
important and reassuring during the recent
lockdown.

Q:

What are some of the school
events that P&F organises?

The yearly events we organise are:
Grandparents’ Day, Parent (alternating between
mother and father) Daughter Breakfast, and the
end of the year Leavers’ Soiree. However, we
get involved and help with many more events
such as Open Day, the Principal’s Party and
the Nativity Play. Grandparents’ Day and Open
Day unfortunately had to be postponed due to
Covid-19.

2019 Leavers’ Soiree
Each year the P&F Committee holds a
farewell from the school for the Year 13
students and their parents. It’s an opportunity
to celebrate the girls’ rite of passage and to
acknowledge their parents’ commitment and
contribution to the school community. The
girls, with support from the school, organised
and ran the formal part of the evening.
Laughter, cheers and a few tears were
shed as everyone was entertained by
stories and memories from their time at St
Cuthbert’s. The P&F Committee created an
elegant and memorable soiree, ensuring the
girls enjoyed a sophisticated environment to
match their evening wear. They also made
sure there was plenty of ice cream to remind
them there are some things from childhood
that are worth continuing to enjoy!

Year Group
Morning Teas

Our wonderful Class Coordinators organised
some morning teas across some of the
year groups early in Term One, to welcome
everyone back to school. Thanks so much
to our class coordinators for their work to
support our connected community!

Years 7–13
Principal’s Party

On the back of our successful inaugural
Principal’s Party last year, we held this
special event in February to welcome
everyone back to school, and to ensure our
new families had an opportunity early in the
year to meet and connect with other parents,
and our Trust Board. It was a lovely night,
with drinks, canapés, and music from our
fantastic St Cuthbert’s Jazz Band.

If parents would like to get involved with
these events through P&F, there are many ways
to do that. Joining the P&F Committee is one
option, but equally, putting your hand up to help
at an event is really welcome too. Volunteering
is a fun and rewarding way to get to know your
school and meet likeminded parents!

Q:

You have a reputation for
being incredibly organised
and calm – what’s your
secret?

I’m a former school teacher! I also really enjoy
organising and doing what I can to help people.
I spent time working in the film industry on TV
commercials; as part of the production team I
would help project manage – a lot of logistics,
remaining calm under pressure and running
around!
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‘By Love Serve’
lives across all
aspects of school
life and bonds
our St Cuthbert’s
community
together. This
bond is nurtured
within our House
structure, and as
such, our school
Service Projects
will now be run
by Houses.
We speak to Dean
of Iona House and
Assistant Head
of Wellbeing
Gail Morrison
(GM), Dean of
Dunblane and
Assistant Head
of Wellbeing, Sue
Disbrowe (SD),
and Chaplain
Joubert (CJ),
about how this
will benefit both
the girls and the
projects.
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MAKING GIRLS AMAZING

Introducing our
House Service Projects
Service is such an important part of St
Cuthbert’s, as is our House system. Why
was it decided that Service Projects were
to be run within Houses?
GM: The House system is based on developing a
sense of belonging/Manaakitanga to show respect,
generosity and build a sense of caring for others.
Involving the girls in Service Projects within the
Houses builds on the foundation of the House
system and develops a sense of wellbeing not just
for themselves but others.
SD: Service within our Houses makes sense as
the older students provide the leadership and
mentorship to those younger girls. Giving time and
energy to those in need is a lot easier when you have
older girls around you with a little more experience
to lead the way.

What are the benefits of this for our girls?
CJ: The benefits for the girls are multiple. This allows
more girls to take leadership positions and creates
opportunities for our students to take charge of the
projects and work together across Year levels. Their
emotional wellbeing will also be nurtured by serving
others.

Sounds great, so how will this be brought
to life?
GM: Each House (from Years 7–13) will be
responsible for a Service Project for two years.
A Year 13 student on the Service Committee will
present the Service Project to her House and take
ownership of coordinating the project with her
House Prefect, Tutor Group leaders and Year Level
Values representatives. Together in Tutor Groups,

the girls will brainstorm ways to support the service
project. The Year 13s will decide which ideas are
best to implement and away they go.
SD: Towards the end of last term most students had
met to learn about their project and spent time in
subsequent Tutor times brainstorming ways to help
get their project off the ground.

Why is service such an important part of
St Cuthbert’s?
CJ: I believe that Service leads to emotional maturity.
It provides an outlet for compassion and the desire
to bring change in this world. Service must evolve
from being an event to becoming a lifestyle. It is
more than just to serve, but to remove the obstacles
in people’s lives, for them to live a fulfilled and
secure life.
SD: St Cuthbert’s has a rich history of service
to others. Our motto ‘By Love Serve’ underpins
much of what we do within our Service Projects.
Educating our young women includes a diverse
range of experiences including the opportunity of
giving time and support to those in need in our wider
community.
GM: I think it’s important to gain a better understanding
of self by working with others and contributing to the
wider community. This develops Mahi Tahi within the
Houses, creating unity by the girls working together
towards a specific goal or the implementation of a
task to achieve a positive outcome.
SD: Now more than ever, we appreciate other
communities will need support. We look forward to
adapting and responding to a different social climate
to help those in need.

Painga Project – Iona and Elgin
Painga Project is focused on the health and wellbeing of
students, families and their communities in low decile South
Auckland Primary and Intermediate schools, and is the initiative
of St Cuthbert’s Old Girl, Sarah Corson.
Painga Project would like the girls to visit and take some time
to get to know the children and teachers at various low decile
schools they support. They would also like the girls to find ways
for the wider St Cuthbert’s community to support the schools,
through donations and/or time.
Camp Quality – Dunblane and York
Camp Quality believes in the power of fun to help children and
their families overcome the challenges that living with cancer
brings. Each year Camp Quality caters for around 300 children
at various locations around the country. Through Camp Quality,
families get a much-needed break and the opportunity to spend
time with other siblings while their child is at camp. Camp Quality
would like the girls to come up with ideas for their children and
families when they are not on camp.
Girls in Need (G.I.N.) – Lindisfarne
G.I.N. focuses on the various needs of girls in New Zealand.
Unlike the other House Service Projects, it is not dedicated to a
specific organisation or group, rather it is up to the girls to initiate
and implement various smaller projects. An example of this is
BFG (Bags for Girls). BFG was established in 2019 by Sapphire
Tutini, Aanya Naidu, Sophie Robb and Olivia Merilees who are
now in Year 9. The girls were inspired a Presbyterian Service
and Leadership Conference at Saint Kentigern’s Boys’ School to
create BFG so girls across New Zealand have access to toiletries
for their personal hygiene. Each bag the girls create contains
sanitary products, toothpaste, a toothbrush, deodorant and a bar
of soap.
Manurewa East Primary School – Durham
St Cuthbert’s has been involved with Manurewa East Primary
School for several years.

To date, Emily has donated over 50,000 items of stationery
to 27 low decile schools in Auckland, Fiji and the Cook Islands,
helping over 12,700 students. This will be a key focus of this
Service Project, along with art materials, and Sports equipment.
De Paul House – Melrose
De Paul House provides housing and support services for
homeless families and aims to keep families united in a safe and
dignified environment and help them address the issues that have
led to them being homeless.
Families set goals with the assistance of a support team
including housing, budgeting and a compulsory savings
programme. De Paul House also runs a playgroup and an afterschool homework centre.
The girls will look at ways to become more interactive with the
children at De Paul House, including the play group and afterschool homework centre. They will also find ways to supply linen,
blankets, art supplies and stationery to families in need.
Mangere Refugee Resettlement Centre – Kelso
The Mangere Refugee Resettlement Centre (MRRC) is the
central processing and assessment location for all refugees who
arrive in New Zealand. All United Nations Quota Refugees enter
the centre for a six-week period of assessment and orientation
prior to resettlement.
The MRRC is the national refugee resettlement operation
for New Zealand and is a ‘one-stop-shop’ with a collaborative
service run by several key agencies.
The girls will connect with the children that are taken up in
the centre alongside a staff member of MRRC who oversees their
youth programmes.

We look forward to seeing what you do to
support these amazing causes girls!

One of our students, Emily Hackett Pain, started the Paper,
Pens & Pencils project with Manurewa East Primary School a not-for-profit which distributes unused stationery that was
otherwise destined for landfill, to students at low decile schools
to ensure that every child gets a fair start at school and has the
opportunity to achieve.

MAKING GIRLS AMAZING

41

ASIAN FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Emmeline Duncan
and Madeleine
Barrett (Year 12)
were selected for
the 2020 GirlBoss
Advantage
Programme
internship hosted
by Fletcher
Building over
the summer
holidays. The girls
share with us
their incredible
experience and the
importance of Girl
Bosses, including
what makes a
great Girl Boss!

Madeleine Barrett

Our St Cuthbert’s
‘Girl Bosses’
GirlBoss New Zealand was founded in late 2015 by
Alexia Hilbertidou as a result of her own experiences
as a teenager growing up in Auckland. She says:
“I was 15 before I met a female software
engineer. At 16, I was the only girl in my digital
technology class and at 17 I was the only girl
studying Advanced Physics.”
GirlBoss began with a single mission: to
close the gender gap in Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics, Entrepreneurship and
Leadership.
GirlBoss runs ‘The GirlBoss Advantage
Programme’, which connects industry and
individuals via interactive workshops, mentoring
and internships. This year the programme was
hosted by Fletcher Building and 23 young women
from all over New Zealand were awarded the
internship, including St Cuthbert’s girls Emmeline
Duncan and Madeleine Barrett.
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Alexia has spoken on several occasions at St
Cuthbert’s and Emmeline and Madeleine jumped
at the chance to learn first-hand from her.
“It was an amazing opportunity to have time
with her and learn from her experience” says
Emmeline. “I really wanted to take part in the
internship because it would bring together a
group of young women with similar interests and
challenges in fields of STEM, entrepreneurship
and leadership.”

Typically, workplaces with a focus on STEM
subjects are male dominated, particularly IT,
engineering, and construction, hence the
importance of programmes like this for females.
“I believe that it is important that we have
girl bosses to encourage more females to want
to be educated in the STEM subjects, and to
pursue careers in them. Girl bosses provide great
role models for young females and give them
something to aspire to.” says Madeleine.
During the internship, the girls received
mentoring from women within Fletcher Building
leading their respective fields in Science,
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics and
Business. The girls also went out to different sites
including the America’s Cup village in Westhaven
where they were able to meet the engineers and
directors behind the project. During these visits,
they were asked to question people extensively
to help their business knowledge grow, and
were given courses on public speaking, personal
branding, interviewing and networking.
These valuable skills were then used to
deliver a presentation at the end of the week
in a Dragon’s Den style competition. The girls
presented to the Fletcher Building Chief Financial
Officer, Bevan Mackenzie and the Chief of People
and Communication, Clair Carroll, on what they
imagined a future house would look like backed
up with research and statistics. Emmeline was a
member of the winning team!

So, what makes a great Girl Boss?
Madeleine explains “Someone who
is confident, passionate about their
interests. Someone who helps and
encourages others, particularly
females. She also doesn’t put others
down for their interests or talents,
and who works hard and is able to
motivate others to give their best
performance.”
Both girls highly recommend
the internship to St Cuthbert’s girls
interested in STEM, Emmeline says:
“If you have a passion for STEM,
entrepreneurship and leadership we
really encourage you to apply for this
internship. It will help equip you with
really important skills for your future,
build your confidence, inspire you for
all things STEM and connect you with
some incredible people.”
What’s next for our Girl Bosses of
the future?
Madeleine works on digital technology
projects she is passionate about and
Emmeline with the global citizenship
group on environmental initiatives.
Emmeline wants to study engineering
after school, while Madeleine is
interested in pursuing either software
development or design. One thing is
for sure, both are set up to be inspiring
Girl Bosses of the future!
Emmeline Duncan

The community comes together to
launch the Asian Friendship Group
Prizes in Chinese
Three new prizes have been established at St Cuthbert’s thanks to the generosity of
144 families. These prestigious prizes aim to promote Chinese language studies in
Years 11–13 and encourage students to pursue Chinese throughout their education
at school and beyond. Amy Huxford from Year 11 (now in Year 12) and Nellie
McKegg from Year 12 (now in Year 13), were awarded the inaugural prizes at the
2019 Senior Prizegiving.
Distinct from the awards for the top academic students in Chinese, these
prestigious new prizes celebrate positive attitude and effort as well as excellence.
The prizes are awarded in the form of a large engraved cup, a book voucher and a
miniature keepsake cup.
The aim is to continue these prizes in perpetuity; they will be awarded for the
next ten years before additional donations will be sought to keep the prize going for
another ten years.
The President of Asian Friendship Group, Nancy Zhang, said, “The Asian
Friendship Group wishes to continue to play an important role in the amazing St
Cuthbert’s community. We love to share Chinese culture and look forward to seeing
more St Cuthbert’s girls benefit from Chinese studies. Congratulations to Amy and
Nellie, we are very proud of you!”
ABOVE: Nancy Zhang,
President of Asian Friendship Group
and prizewinner, Nellie McKegg with
Holly Palmer, Director of Development.
—
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Bridging countries
and people
Driven by the
desire to serve,
Old Girl Pia
Abercromby
travelled to
Uganda as part
of the first
all women
engineering
team with
Bridges to
Prosperity.

RIGHT:
Pia pictured with the bridge
she helped create.
—

Bridges bring together not only locations but also
people. A bridge can be a metaphor as much as it
can be steel beams and decking. For Vancouverbased bridge engineer Pia Abercromby, bridges
are simply life changing.
Pia travelled to Uganda in June 2019, as part of
the first all women engineering team with Bridges
to Prosperity, an international non-profit focused
on rural infrastructure in isolated communities. The
organisation strives to connect such communities
by building footbridges. Impassable rivers can stop
almost one billion people from accessing education,
employment, and health care.

rural areas – the girl/girls will often be found a husband
and married at that age. If she’s going to school, it
might not be until she’s eighteen or twenty-two after
she’s finished her education that she’ll then be able to
work with her family or choose herself a partner and
get married. Providing access to a school can really
change a girl/girls opportunity for learning as well.”
It was clear how much of a difference Pia and
Bridges to Prosperity were making on the bridge’s
inauguration day.

The bridge that Pia helped build will have a
tremendous impact on the life of the community – for
girls and women, especially. Women take produce
that they’ve grown on their farms to the market, which
requires a lot of travelling.

“The smallest thing that really hit home for me was
when the principal of the local school came out and
just said, ‘Thank you so much. We lost a teacher last
year when she was trying to get to school and then
floodwaters washed her away.’ It was something really
abstract for me until I got there and saw it. These kids
and teachers are now going to be able to safely get
to school.”

“Having that bridge makes that easier,” Pia
explains. “If a girl/girls doesn’t have access to a
school, then at around age fourteen – this is in more

“It was also an amazing personal experience; I
grew so much. And it’s something that I’ll never forget
– being able to give back. I didn’t do the engineering

on the bridge, but it’s still in the realm of
my work.” Pia emphasizes, “Being able to
provide service to someone who has less
than I do but also grow was so important.
So much of the experience was by learning
from them too.”

the recipient of the Kathleen Goulding Old
Girls’ Association scholarship, Pia says,
“Someone gave me the opportunity to go
to St Cuthbert’s and that changed my life.
You can change someone else’s life and you
might not realise it.”

The bridge was an instant hit. “There
was the first traffic jam within ten minutes of
opening,” Pia says.
Farm animals, people, and boda boda
(their cheap local taxi) were an auspicious way
to load test the bridge. “It was great because
that’s what they’re going to use it for.”
Reflecting back on what led her to her
career that has given her so much, Pia offers
wisdom for current students: “Have the
confidence in yourself to step forward and
talk to strangers and meet people. Take any
opportunity. If it takes your interest in the
slightest amount say yes, because the worst
that’s going to happen is that you try it for a
day or a week and then decide it’s not for you.”
Acknowledging how others have
supported you is also important. “Be thankful
and be grateful for what you’ve been given
– be able to try and offer someone else
something that you’re able to give them, that
you have more of than other people.”
It was at St Cuthbert’s that Pia
experienced being supported by others. As

“

Being able to provide service to someone
who has less than I do – but also grow – was
so important. So much of the experience was
by learning from them too.”
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21 ‘The elements’
HOUSE FLOWERS

Lindisfarne

York

Our Year 13 girls’ creativity during House Flowers
always blows us away!

This year’s theme ‘The Elements’ was decided by the 2020 House Prefects, inspired by the seasons and
aspects associated with the weather, such as water, the cold, heat and rain.
Students were tasked to respond to the theme by identifying an element and expressing this through a
3-D form made of flowers and foliage.
The teams comprised eight Year 13 students from each House including the House Prefect, House
Leader and an appointed Creative Director.
Students had four hours to complete their stunning arrangements. The girls were then given the
opportunity to talk to the judges about their design, followed by the final announcements of prize category
winners and overall winners.

The winners were as
follows:
1st – Lindisfarne, 2nd – York, 3rd – Elgin
46
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Iona

Category Winners:

Kelso

Durham

Dunblane

Durham

Most effective use of colour:
Iona
Most original display:
Elgin
Most visually stunning – Wow factor:
Lindisfarne
Best use of texture:
Melrose
Response to theme:
York
Form, Balance and Proportion:
Dunblane
Most skill and innovative use of
materials:
Kelso
Team Presentation:
Durham

Congratulations girls!

Melrose
48
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Sports Snapshot

Senior School Sports

Central Zone Athletics
On Wednesday 4 March, St Cuthbert’s had more than 20 students compete at the
Central Zones Athletics event at Mount Smart Stadium. Well done to all our girls, with
particular mention to these girls:
Charlotte Goldsmith
1st Junior Girls Long Jump
(record broken)
1st Junior Girls Triple Jump
(record broken)
1st Junior Girls 100m
1st Junior Girls 200m
Sophie Robb
1st Junior Girls 1500m
1st Junior Girls 3000m
Lily Allen
2nd Junior Gi rls 200m
2nd Junior Girls 300m
Sonya Ha
1st Intermediate Girls Long Jump
2nd Intermediate Girls 100m
2nd Intermediate Girls 200m
Olivia Power
1st Intermediate Girls High Jump
3rd Intermediate Girls Long Jump
Katherine Fanelli
1st Intermediate Girls 80m Hurdle
2nd Intermediate Girls Triple Jump
Abbey Moody
1st Intermediate Girls Javelin
2nd Intermediate Girls Discus
Violette Perry
1st Senior Girls Discus
1st Senior Girls Shotput
1st Senior Girls Javelin
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1st Senior Girls 4x100m relay: Isabel
Allen, Hannah Stewart, Ella Greenwood
and Sonya Ha
1st Open Girls 4x400m relay: Isabel
Allen, Peyton Leigh, Chloe Browne and
Olivia Power.
Girls also competed in the Central
Western Zone due to the Central Zone
clashing with NZ Athletics Nationals and
we had some amazing results from that
day too.
Bella Browne
2nd place Senior Women’s 1500m
Chloe Browne
3rd place Senior Women’s 1500m
Isabel Allen
1st place senior Women’s 100m
1st place senior Women’s 200m
1st place senior Women’s 400m

Athletics
The Years 9-13 Athletics Day was terrific
fun, full of House colour and spirit and
great performances across the codes.
Results from the Years 9–13 Athletics
Day are as follows:
1st Charlotte Goldsmith
2nd Lily Allen
3rd Zara Ford
Intermediate Champions
1st Olivia Power
2nd Sonya Ha
3rd Abbey Moody
Senior Champions
1st = Isabel Allen
1st = Peyton Leigh
3rd Violette Perry
Special mention to Charlotte Goldsmith
from Year 9 as she recently broke four
school records – 100m, 200m Long

Jump and Triple Jump. Charlotte is a quiet
achiever who is very focused and plays a
range of sports year-round from Athletics
to Touch, in addition to being a Rep Hockey
player. At the Central Zones Charlotte went
on to break two College Sport Records with
a new Long Jump record of 5.55m and the
Triple Jump record with a jump of 10.86m.
Congratulations!

Aquathon
St Cuthbert’s had remarkable success at the
annual Aquathon Championships. Our four
Junior Under 14 girls all swam 400m and
then ran 4km to finish in 1st, 3rd, 4th and
16th placings.
Our 3 x Senior U19 pairs really dominated
by placing 1st, 2nd and 3rd. They swam 750m
and ran 6km as pairs, cruising to success.
Congratulations to all of our 10 competitors
for their intense work and dedication.

Final Placings
U14:
1st Sophie Robb
3rd Hannah Piper
U19 Teams:
1st Hannah Milne and Peyton Leigh
2nd Grace Li and Chloe Browne
3rd Amelia Wilby and Bella Browne

Dragon Boating
Dragon Boating takes place in Term 1
each year and is open to Years 12 and 13
students. The St Cuthbert’s team consisted
of 23 paddlers who trained twice a week
at the Westhaven Marina leading into the
Dragon Boating Regionals which were held
at Lake Pupuke on Sunday 15 March. Our
team was impressive in their attitude and
competitive spirit achieving a Bronze medal
in the 500m race, in the highly competitive
all girls’ division against teams from EGGS,
Diocesan, Baradene and St Mary’s. The

highlight of the day was a Bronze medal
in the 2km race against 12 other schools
including boys and mixed teams. The
strength of our team was further evidenced
when six members of the St Cuthbert’s team
were named in the Auckland Representative
squad:
Lola Cox
Olivia Haskell
Molly Kaye
Maia Landell-Blair
Sofia Limbrick-Jones
Niamh Orr-Walker

Equestrian
St Cuthbert’s held a school training day but
regrettably there were no competitions in
Term 1 due to the lockdown. St Cuthbert’s
has 35 students who participate in
Equestrian, most of whom also take part in
club competitions.
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Orienteering

Water Polo

St Cuthbert’s girls took part in the School
Sprint Series which consists of five fastpaced sprint races at local schools within
the central zone. Accumulated points
from placings qualify the top ten finishers
in each grade to the interzone Auckland
Sprint Series Championship Finals.
We really enjoyed hosting one of the
Sprint Series, there was a great carnival
atmosphere with hundreds of students
participating on campus.

The Water Polo programme at St
Cuthbert’s boasts a large number of
students participating in a variety of
age groups and competitions. Its large
numbers and wide variety of talented
athletes has it ranked as one of the
top Water Polo programmes in New
Zealand. At Years 7 and 8, we have 70
students competing. This strong base
of talent and development from an early
Senior stage provides a solid platform
for our programme. At Years 9 and
10, we have 60 students participating
with very favourable results in this age
group, gaining medals in the North Island
Secondary Schoolgirls’ competition for
the last five years. Our Senior programme
is the pinnacle of the Water Polo
programme at St Cuthbert’s. We have
a record six teams, a total of around 75
students participating in various Senior
leagues during Term 1 and within this, our
Premier team is one of the powerhouse
teams in the nation.

Due to lockdown, the fifth sprint was
cancelled and the Championship Finals
had to be suspended; adjustments to
results will be made and are as yet to be
notified. The results of the St Cuthbert’s
orienteers qualifying in the top 10 were:
Senior Girls
1st Rebecca Greenwood
7th Sophia Woods
8th Jessica Fraser
Intermediate Girls
1st Zara Stewart
7th Amber Burley
8th Sofia Toes
10th Charlotte Wen
Junior Girls
1st Grace McGregor-Macdonald
2nd Kaitlin Toes
4th Eliza Went
7th = Vanessa Bu
7th = Sophie Robb
Year 8
1st Biba Hermann
3rd Alicia Wu
9th Madeleine Vinall
10th Beth Wheeler
Year 7
1st Zara Toes
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Swimming
We loved seeing our Years 7 and 8 girls
embracing the fun during their Swimming
Sports Day – the House colours were striking
and the chants were resounding. It was great
to see so many of our new families there to
support the girls and join in the fun too.
The Years 7 and 8 Central Zone Swimming
competition was able to go ahead before the
lockdown, congratulations to the girls on the
following results:
Year 8 4x25m Freestyle Relay
1st place St Cuthbert’s
The relay team consisted of:
Mia Kelliher, Amy Su, Isobel Denton and
Daniella Van Delden.
The Open 4x50m Medley Relay
1st place St Cuthbert’s

The competition was hot for the Years 9-13
Swimming Sports day, and the chanting was
loud as girls represented their Houses in
great voice and colour.
The following girls are the St Cuthbert’s
2020 Swim champions.
Junior Champions
1st Hannah Piper
2nd Elisha Lam
3rd Islay Boyes
Intermediate Champions
1st Grace Li
2nd Abbey Moody
3rd Sofia Kelliher

Tennis

Triathlon

Tennis is run across Years 7–13 and in Term
1 we had eight teams. Four out of a possible
seven matches were played before lockdown
and notable results from Term 1 included our
Premier Girls team finishing 4th, our Senior
B team finishing 2nd and our Junior A2 team
finishing 1st.

Congratulations to Samantha Bradley who
won the Auckland Secondary Schools
Triathlon in the Under 14 Girls event.
Samantha beat her time from last year by
a remarkable 10 minutes winning in 38
minutes and 44 seconds as she swam
250m, followed by a 10km bike, finishing
with a 3km run.

At the Auckland Champ of Champs event,
Mei Ling Joensen-Lee was the runner-up in
both the Singles and Doubles in the Under
14 Girls category. Her doubles partner was
Xin-Xin Zhu.

Overall our Water Polo programme
places a big emphasis on giving
girls opportunities to challenge and
extend themselves. The program
incorporates pool training, gym training
and conditioning, as well as holistic
approaches such as yoga to give the girls
everything possible to succeed and enjoy
themselves.

Senior Champions
1st Hannah Milne
2nd Ruby Sussock
3rd Georgia Milne
And the winning House overall was ELGIN

The relay team consisted of:
Isabella Lambie, Mia Kelliher, Daniella Van
Delden and Amy Su.
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Water Polo squad
on tour
In January, our premier
Water Polo training squad
took on the USA. In the
last international school
trip prior to lockdown, the
squad relished a three-week
tour of California, learning
from some of America’s
top student players and
creating lifelong memories.

First stop was Santa Barbara, where our
girls stayed in a beautiful beachside town
and played against top ranked teams
in the State of California including Dos
Pueblos High School and Santa Barbara
High School. Our team was also fortunate
enough to play against the University of
California, Santa Barbara team in their
home pool, a fantastic challenge.
The squad then played in the Winter
Classic Tournament which is usually a
boys’ only club tournament held in the
lovely seaside town of Coronado. St
Cuthbert’s entered two teams and both
did incredibly well! Our younger team
came 4th out of 16 boys teams, including
some great wins. Our older team came
6th out of 16 teams, with some very close
matches.
Coach, Olly Gibb, says “We gained a
celebrity-like following over the weekend
as girls’ teams never play in boys’
tournaments, let alone win games.”
After a great weekend in San Diego,
the squad moved north to Los Angeles,
where they attended two NBA games
- Los Angeles Lakers and Los Angeles
Clippers. The girls were fortunate enough
to enter the Clippers players tunnel and
high fived the players as they entered the

court, an unforgettable experience.
While in Los Angeles, our girls played
against High School teams and toured the
amazing University of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA). They also played both UCLA and
the University of Southern California (USC)
in their home pools, some of the best aquatic
facilities in the world.
The squad finished the trip in San
Francisco, hosted for a week of training
and games by Lamorinda Water Polo Club,
based in Moraga, California. The team was
fortunate enough to tour Stanford University,
one of the most well-respected universities
in the world.

Sports Snapshot

Junior School Sports
Throughout Term 1 girls
experienced a wide range
of sporting activities
through both their Physical
Education lessons and after
school. Our aim is always
to help girls to grow in
confidence, so they know
they can branch out and try
new things in a supportive
environment.

A particular highlight of Term1 was the Years 4– 6 Swimming Sports Day. It was terrific to see
so many of our Junior School families attend to support the girls and cheer them on.
House Spirit was fizzing and the girls loved seeing the Year 13 Prefects perform their dance,
especially when they jumped in fully dressed in flippers!

Year 13 student, Jessica Ingram, has
been playing Water Polo since Year 6 and
started playing for St Cuthbert’s when she
joined the school in Year 11.
She says, “I thoroughly enjoyed this trip
because it was different to our usual preseason camps as we were playing games
most days and getting a lot of valuable game
experience against strong and talented teams.”
Coach, Olly Gibb, agrees saying, “Overall,
this tour was an incredible experience for our
girls. Several of our girls gained the eye of
college scouts and are now in talks with them
to attend these universities.”

LEFT:
The squad included 22 training squad
members from Years 9 – 13 along with
five staff members – Coach Olly Gibb,
Tori Vao, Gabby Macdonald, Margaret
Olsen and Liz Charsley.
—
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When generosity
is in your DNA
Young alumnae on why they give to the school

If you’re a
younger Old
Girl who
enjoys making
regular gifts
to your alma
mater, you’re
in excellent
company.
Twenty alumnae
who graduated
in recent years
gave a gift to
St Cuthbert’s
in 2019, and
we were lucky
enough to catch
up with two of
these generous
Old Girls to
chat about why
they choose
to give.

Scholarship I would not have
attended St Cuthbert’s. I believe
that scholarships create
opportunities, not only for the
individuals who are awarded
them, but also for the whānau
of the recipients. Through my
scholarship, I had access to
the best educational and extracurricular resources. I would like
other girls to be able to have
similar opportunities.”

As a recipient of an Endeavour
Scholarship, Terrillian is also
thinking about the girls who will
follow in her footsteps.
“Without
56
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my

Endeavour

“I loved my time at St
Cuthbert’s and was very fortunate
to be supported by my parents to
attend such an amazing school. I
was motivated to begin making a
small donation each year, in my
mother’s and my name, to give to
a school that gave me so much
over my 13 years there.”
Giving financially to the school
when you’re early in your career
or at university might not be top
of mind for many younger Old
Girls, which both Terrillian and
Mackenzie acknowledge, adding
that money may be tight.

Former Deputy Head Girl
Terrillian Hui (2011), now a
junior doctor at Auckland City
Hospital, has just completed her
second year as a doctor postmedical school. She has given a
gift to support scholarships every
year since she left school.
“Even when I was at St
Cuthbert’s, my family would
always try to donate to the
scholarship fund each year.
Although we did not have a lot
of extra money growing up, I
can always remember my Mum
sending off the donation form, and
she’d always ask me to contribute
a small amount from my pocket
money (even if it was just a few
dollars). I continue to contribute to
the School because it has given
me so much already, and I want
to be able to give back.”

Her mother is also an Old Girl, and
she makes her donations jointly in
her and her mother’s names.

Mackenzie Morrison (2015),
a student of Law and Arts at
Victoria University, also wants
the opportunities she had to
be available to future students.
Some of her fondest memories
were of her time at Kahunui, and
so giving gifts to the school’s
remote campus was only natural.
“Leaving Auckland for a month
with your intake is an experience
which sets St Cuthbert’s apart
from other schools. I believe
that for many students, it is a
defining period in their teenage
lives, gaining practical knowledge
and skills, and forming strong
friendships.”

“I would say that donating
money is not the only way to
stay involved” says Mackenzie,
“Something as simple as catching
up or checking in with a younger
student who might be studying in
the same city as you, away from
home, can be just as thoughtful,
meaningful and valuable as a
donation.”
Terrillian thinks it’s useful to
know that a big gift is not always
necessary when the community
comes together.
“I think some students find
it hard to give back to a school
that seems like it already has so
much. But when we look at the
progression of the School, it is
all built on the backbone of other
people’s generosity. The amount
that you give is not important –
even a $10 donation can make a
difference.”

Art for
Conservation’s Sake
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Our very own Year 8 student, Ava Dilly, has been named Winner of the Department of Conservation’s 2020 World Wildlife
Day youth art competition. The competition attracted hundreds of entries from around New Zealand, but it was the twelve-year
old’s detailed acrylic paint depiction of endangered South American macaws that caught the judges’ eye.
Based on the theme of ‘sustaining all life
on earth’ the Department of Conservation’s
2020 World Wildlife Day youth art
competition invited children nationwide,
aged 5 –12, to show their favourite wild
animal in its natural habitat.
Run by the CITES (Convention on the
International Trade in Endangered Species)
team at DOC, the competition celebrates
international World Wildlife Day (3 March)
which aims to raise awareness of the world’s
fauna and flora, and marks the date that the
international Convention was established
in 1973 to help ensure the survival of
endangered species in the wild.
“The macaw is a species listed under
CITES Appendix II, so Ava chose a very
appropriate animal for this competition,”
says DOC CITES officer Avi Narula.

gold macaws because I wanted to paint a
colourful bird, and I have very fond memories
of going to the zoo when I was younger
when one of the blue and gold macaws said
hello to me.”
Ava was invited to receive her prize and
certificate at the DOC offices in Auckland.
She said one of the most interesting parts
of the visit was a tour around a locked
storeroom which houses some seized items
from airports and border security.
“I got to see some amazing things,
such as a massive elephant tusk, a roll of
snakeskin, a narwhal tusk and a collection
of macaw feathers. It was sad, but definitely
very interesting and informative at the same
time. I feel incredibly lucky to have been able
to experience this, as I know a lot of people
won’t have seen anything like that before.”

“This competition was a way to get kids
engaged in the message that conservation is
international. It’s great to see so many of our
young future leaders already care so much
about the incredible diversity of species on
our planet.”
DOC Director General Lou Sanson says,
“What I love about Ava’s drawing is it reminds
me of my own experience in the Amazon
where I saw blue and gold macaws almost
30 years ago. These birds are a symbol to
the world about the loss of rainforests in the
Amazon basin.”
Ava is a keen scientist and artist, so the
competition gave her the chance to combine
her passions. “I find nature and animals very
interesting,” says Ava.
“I think it’s awesome how everything has its
own little system but is all part of one big system
where every creature plays a part. Nature is
stunning and full of beautiful scenery.”
“I guess my thinking behind choosing
the macaws was that I definitely wanted to
paint a bird. I love all animals, but birds are
probably my favourite. I chose the blue and
MAKING GIRLS AMAZING
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25
Welcome
to our new
Old Girls’
Association
President

stcuthberts.school.nz/old-girls

I hope you are enjoying this
special edition of Evergreen
Ties, sponsored by the Old
Girls’ Association. During
the challenges of the
lockdown period the Old
Girls’ Committee realised the
importance of genuine human
contact for our members.
We realised how important
it was to be able to support
and offer reassurance where
needed. So, when older
members of the Association
told us how much they valued
the Evergreen Ties magazine
during lockdown, we sought
the support of the school to
bring you this special edition
in print, as well as online.

It is thanks to our exceptional Past President
and friend, Penelope Peebles, that our
financial position, relationship with the school
and Old Girls’ community is in such good
health. Penelope drove many new projects
to completion as President, including much
of the update below. She kept the team
laughing and feeling valued. We are fortunate
that Penelope will continue working with us
over the next few years.
As a previous member of the Old Girls’
committee and being from a family of 12
Old Girls, I am delighted to be back to serve
the Association and the school with our
outstanding group of Committee members.
They are dynamic and dedicated! Please
read their bios on page 64. We are fortunate
to all enjoy a happy and positive relationship
with Justine Mahon, the first Old Girl to be St
Cuthbert’s Principal.
During lockdown it was very pleasing
to see a group of past and present pupils
support some of our older Association
members. There were phone calls to checkin on their health and to share school news,
meals were delivered and shopping requests
carried out. How naturally they embraced
‘By Love Serve’ during this crisis.
Over this time we also found new ways
of connecting with each other. The AGM
was held on Saturday 23 May via Zoom (an
internet meeting tool). 84 Old Girls were able
to join us from all over the world - NZ, US,
UK, Australia, Belgium, France, Germany,
Italy and China participated in an historic

event. Whilst this will never be a substitute
for face-to-face meetings, using technology
was an excellent way of connecting our
multi-generational global network of women.
Due to its success we aim to run the 2021
AGM as a hybrid, offering both a physical
AGM and the opportunity for our global
alumnae to participate using technology.
On that note we are very excited to
be launching our new Old Girls’ website
imminently. It is designed to make it easy for
you to keep in touch with your friends, past
pupils and the Old Girls’ Association. Over
time additional functionality will be built to
enable you to further connect. We hope it
will be invaluable for finding an Old Girl to
help you settle into a new country, act as a
mentor in your profession or make a social
connection with someone in your area.
Since the last edition of Evergreen Ties
the Old Girls’ Committee have held the 2019
Graduation Ball and wish all the new Old Girls’
every success in their future endeavours.
And in the week before lockdown we also
held a very successful fundraiser, our annual
Orsini Ladies Lunch at NSP. This is now an
annual event.
You’ll hear more from the Old Girls
over the coming months. The committee
members and I look forward to catching up
with as many of you as possible in the future.
Warm regards
Georgina Robertson
President, Old Girls’ Association
OUR CONNECTED COMMUNITY
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Old Girls’ news
Claudia Clatworthy (2016)
Up-and-coming New Zealand designer
Claudia Clatworthy went to St Cuthbert’s from New Entrants to Year 13 and graduated in
2016. Since graduating, she has attended Whitehouse Institute of Design in Sydney and
completed her Bachelor of Design majoring in fashion design. Whilst in Sydney, she got the
opportunity to work with brands like Dior and InStyle magazine, as well as Cue and Veronika
Maine. She graduated university at the end of 2019 and was awarded Student of the Year for
her cohort. She is now back in New Zealand interning for a New Zealand fashion label and
making made-to-measure pieces for cgc, her own brand.
Claudia donated a textile design award to the school, which was named the Claudia
Clatworthy Textile Technology Award. This coveted prize is a beautiful bronze sculpture of a
needle and thread given to the top in subject in Year 13 each year. Deputy Head of Faculty:
Technology Kathryn Patel says the top in subject is not just someone who has excelled in
textiles academically but is awarded to a girl who has displayed the same types of qualities
displayed by Claudia in her final year – resilience, creativity, and risk taking.

Dr Sonia Sawant (2012)
Doctor of Medicine
Sonia recently completed a BMedSc/MD double degree at the University of Sydney on a full
scholarship. Currently working as a medical officer and researcher, she aspires to explore
novel prevention and management strategies for cardiovascular disease, specifically focusing
on women’s health. She is excited to learn more and give back to the community in the years
to come.

Sasha Rasmussen (2009)
History explorer
Sasha is now in the third year of study towards her doctorate in the Faculty of History at
Oxford, where she is a Clarendon Scholar and member of St Hilda’s College – a former
women’s college, founded in 1893. She graduated from the University of Auckland with
a BA/BMus conjoint in 2014, and with an MA in 2016. Her current research explores the
intersection of gender and sensory histories, through the experiences of women living in
Paris and St Petersburg in the period 1900 to 1913. In her thesis, she examines a diverse
range of case studies, from fashion and fabrics, to piano classes at the music conservatoire,
to amateur photography. Alongside her studies, she plays in a number of student orchestras
and ensembles, and is the manager of Oxford Alternative Orchestra – having taken up the
bassoon in Year 9 at St Cuthbert’s, she has relished the opportunity to once again be part
of a thriving musical community. She also writes poetry, and her work has been published
in the New Zealand literary journal Aotearotica and the Oxford University Poetry Society’s
Michaelmas 2019 edition of The ASH.

Celebrating New Year’s Honours 2020

Kate’s career has seen her work nationally and internationally, including over five years in
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea at a top-tier firm. A specialist with expertise in civil and
commercial litigation, Kate provides advice-based work and representation in court in a
number of property disputes including relationship property, body corporate levy disputes,
and issues relating to rental properties including Airbnb, tenancy, and insurance issues for
landlords against rogue tenants. Kate is also interested in litigation funding as an alternative
way to fund cases and the development of class actions in New Zealand.

Lyndy Sainsbury has played a significant role in philanthropy and the community and has been
recognised by the title of Officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit. Her involvement spans
a number of sectors, including health, education, sports, arts and culture. In the 1990s, she
established the Museum Circle Foundation, raising $1.3 million. Between 2004 and 2006, the
foundation raised a further $2 million for the restoration of the Auckland War Memorial Museum.
Lyndy was made a Companion of the Auckland War Memorial Museum in 2005.

Georgie’s current role as Head of Marketing and Fundraising for Coastguard Northern
Region sees her getting up each day to do a job she loves. Georgie is responsible for the
leadership and performance of marketing, brand, communications, partnership, and funding
programmes including the popular membership programme, the ‘Boatie’s Best Mate’. This
year sees Georgie take up the role of acting Chief Executive Officer of Coastguard Northern
Region for a six-month period. Outside of her fulfilling career, Georgie has two young sons
with husband Greg.

OUR CONNECTED COMMUNITY

After having her son Liam (four), with over ten years experience at Australasia’s largest mattress
manufacturer, Natalie left the corporate world to launch her online business, Growbright. She
realised that a good night’s sleep is what keeps babies, toddlers and their parents thriving, and
that a great mattress is critical to achieving this. While adult mattresses have evolved based
on sleep quality research, many cot mattresses are still sold based on decades old designs
and materials. Natalie launched Growbright in July 2018 and a month later gave birth to her
daughter Amelia (now 18 months). Growbright are the makers of the airnest cot mattress,
an innovative product with 95% air by volume; it is designed from the core up to give optimal
safety, cleanliness and comfort for babies. The airnest system is washable, breathable and
reusable, reducing many risk factors associated with SIDS and poor infant health. She has
since gone on to release a maternity range, and continues to grow the airnest product range.
Growbright’s mission is to help parents sleep better and live better by bringing them bright
ideas, beautifully designed products and non-judgemental support, all in a practical way.

Kate Sheehan (1996)
Civil and commercial litigation expert

Georgie Smith (Hope) (2005)
Leading a charity saving lives at sea
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Natalie Norman (Turner) (2001)
Helping infants sleep safely

Lynden (Lyndy) Sainsbury (Horrocks) (1968)

Lyndy has also been trustee of the University of Auckland Foundation since 2013 and is
a former chair of the Liggins Institute Trust, a research centre at the University of Auckland
focused on maternal and postnatal health. Other involvement has included the Arthritis
Foundation of New Zealand, the Auckland City Athletics Club (as president/patron), Athletics
Auckland, and the Auckland Museum Institute Council.
Creating opportunities for emerging Māori leaders saw Lyndy help to establish the Sir
Hugh Kāwharu Trust in 2011. The outcome has included the trust awarding more than a
dozen scholarships to Māori PhD and Masters students.
Lyndy has also been committed to enabling the growth and visibility of art. Her roles have
encompassed being a founding trustee of the Auckland City Sculpture Trust from 2001 to
2016, and a founding member of Urban Auckland for the past nineteen years. Leading the
way for women, in 2011, Lyndy was appointed the first woman trustee of the Edmiston Trust,
which supports the development and acquisition of art in Auckland. We congratulate Lyndy
on this prestigious award. It is so well deserved, her work in the community epitomizing ‘By
Love Serve’.
OUR CONNECTED COMMUNITY
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Events
2019 Graduation Ball
Each December, after the Year 13s ring the Bews Bell and leave the school for the
very last time, we celebrate the end of their school life and the start of their journey to
building their own future, with a Graduation Ball hosted by the Old Girls’ Association.
Held at Ellerslie Event Centre, this wonderful tradition saw our 2019 Year 13s formally
become a part of the sisterhood of the Old Girls’ Association and our St Cuthbert’s
global alumnae community. We wish them good luck, great happiness and know they
will always carry a little piece of tartan in their hearts.

Old Girls’ Association
Italian luncheon
In March (fortunately prior to the lockdown), the Old Girls’
Association hosted the second hugely successful Italian
luncheon at Non Solo Pizza (NSP), sponsored by Orsini and
Collinson & Co.
NZ Breast Cancer Foundation New Zealand ambassador
Anne Thorp, from the cooking show Kai Ora, shared her breast
cancer journey and spoke about the importance of self-care
and vigilance.
A pink themed fashion show captivated guests, with a fine
jewellery parade by Orsini Fine Jewellery, perfectly matched by
designs from Old Girl Claudia Clatworthy’s (Peer Year 2016)
cgc fashion label.
The lunch raised money for the St Cuthbert’s Old Girls’
scholarships and for Breast Cancer Foundation New Zealand.

Photo credit Norrie Montgomery

Thanks to all our wonderful sponsors and the teams at NSP and Orsini.
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Committee profiles
Kirsten McKenzie (1992)
Joining the Old Girls’ Committee in 2020 is Kirsten McKenzie who attended St Cuthbert’s 1986 –1992. After
studying computer programming, she joined the New Zealand Customs Service. She spent a year working
for UK Customs & Excise at Heathrow Airport in 1996 before returning to NZ Customs, and leading the
National Detector Dog Unit. Kirsten is now a fulltime author with published five novels behind her, and a sixth
on the way. Her two daughters are current St Cuthbert’s students, and by joining the Old Girls’ Association
Committee, Kirsten hopes to help give back to a community which gave her so much.

Eleanor Gregan (2011)
Eleanor started St Cuthbert’s in 2005 at the age of 11, as a third-generation St Cuthbert’s student. Eleanor
graduated from Victoria University of Wellington in 2016 with an LLB/BA (Media Studies). Eleanor has
worked as solicitor at Davenports Harbour Lawyers since graduating. She now specialises in employment
law and relationship property law, because she loves helping people solve the challenges they face in their
personal lives. Eleanor is proud to be on the Old Girls’ Association Committee and is committed to being part
of the positive contribution that it makes to society.

Local Coordinator profiles
Dearwyn Caulfield (Bay of Plenty Local Coordinator)
A warm welcome to our BOP Old Girls coordinator Dearwyn Caulfield who hopes to draw in more BOP Old
Girls’ to enjoy and celebrate what St Cuthbert’s meant for us.
Dearwyn says, “My memories of St Cuthbert’s are very special to me. I arrived there at the age of twelve
as a boarder from the hills of the Waioeka Gorge. I was thrilled to meet a similar peer group among the mainly
rural boarders. Being at St Cuth’s gave me a whole new insight into the very different lives of other girls my
age and, any number of opportunities in sport and drama and a swimming pool complex that was a big step
up from the local river. I may have been a bit mischievous as I had to learn some new etiquette. What has
particularly stuck with me is our school motto ‘By Love Serve’, which has followed into my nursing life of
which twenty-five years were in aged care as an owner operator with my husband Patrick. We have a busy
family of four daughters and seven grandchildren, most of whom live next door on our avocado orchard.”

Kya Lal (Fiji Local Coordinator)

Photo credit: Ashwa Faheem

A warm welcome to Kya Lal who has initiated our first Fijian chapter. Kya started at St Cuthbert’s in 2006
as a boarder from Fiji and graduated in 2009. After St Cuthbert’s she completed her BA, LLB, and LLM (1st
Class Hons) at the University of Auckland and was admitted to the High Court of New Zealand in 2015. In
2016, she returned to Fiji and was admitted to the High Court of Fiji, joining her family law firm Lal Patel Bale
Lawyers, based in Suva, one of their three offices in Fiji. In 2018, Kya began her PhD in Law part-time at the
University of South Pacific, alongside her full-time role as a barrister. A long-time climate change advocate and
activist, her research focuses on the legal impacts of climate change induced sea level rise on Pacific countries’
statehood, sovereignty and exclusive economic zones. Recently she was named as one of Fiji’s inaugural class
of 30 under 30 in 2019 in recognition of her work on climate change. Kya says, “I love catching up with Old Girls
and building our community, so I would love to take Old Girls who are visiting Fiji or Old Girls who have recently
moved to Fiji out for a coffee, as well as connecting with Old Girls currently living in Fiji.”
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Family connections
Current Student

Mother

Local contacts
Grandmother

Great-Grandmother

Faye McLeod (Hastie)

Emily Allen
Olivia Andrews

Jennifer Andrews
(Manning)

Emma Arwanitis

Caroline Arwanitis
(Snowball)

BAY OF PLENTY
Contact: Dearwyn Caulfield
Phone: 0274 935 037
Email: pdcaulfield@xtra.co.nz

Cushla Bamford
(Campbell)

Charlie Bamford
Jess Bates

Joy Bates (Main)

Ella Billcliff

Debbie Billcliff (Paul)

Ann Paul (Stormont)

Bianca Brdanovic

Nicole Brdanovic (Pratt)

Bronwyn Pratt (Wooller)

Poppy Bridgman

Jodelle Bridgman (Avery)

Alexandra Burton

Lenore Burton (Johnson)

Kennedy
Campbell

Robin Denton (Glenie)

TARANAKI
Contact: Elizabeth Utting (Gray)
Phone: 06 927 4909
Email: Johnandelizabeth.50@gmail.com
Mavis Wooller (Taylor)

Gwen Glenie (Gardner)/
Mione Campbell (Fuller)

Isabella Clarke

Adele Bockett (Ellett)

Juliette Clarke

Adele Bockett (Ellett)

Coco Cutfield

Melanie Cutfield (Toy)

Anne Toy (Freeman)

Sienna Cutfield

Melanie Cutfield (Toy)

Anne Toy (Freeman)

Lila Dilly

Bobby Willcox

Charlotte
Flanagan

Rachael Flanagan
(Tucker)

Lucy Gilmour

Georgina Gilmour
(McGovern)

Scarlett
Greig-McKay

Beth McKay

Ella King

Lisa King (Wong)

Laura Knight

Anna Knight

Havana Leigh

Marika Leigh (Ross)

Jaime Lock

Jennifer Corson

Kate Moss

Luisa Palu

Anaseini Palu

Margaret Macdonald
(Whittome)/Jessie
Thomson (Corson)

DALLAS
Contact: Clair Robinson (Menzies)
Email: clairmenzies@gmail.com
NEW YORK
Contact: Ashleigh Hunt
Email: ahunt@cgr-law.com
Old Girls interested in becoming
Local Coordinators in other cities and
countries please contact:
alumnae@stcuthberts.school.nz

Isobel Pennington Nicky Pennington
(Mudgway)
Zara Scott

Jane Scott (Grant)

Kiki Strickett

Emily Strickett (Turnbull)

Grace Thomson

Diana Thomson (Garlick) Pamela Garlick (Cooper)/
Dorothy Garlick (Winstone)

Lucy Wright

Anna Wright (Gardner)

Kay Grant (Napier)
Shirley Strickett (Knox)

Family Notices (Deaths)
Jean Hughes (McKenzie) 1943
Heather Robson (Redwood) 1946
Audrey Jean Langlands (Grant) 1948
Prue Miller (Lees) 1956
Lenore Sumpter (Kirkup) 1954
Veronica Baptie (Endres) 1960

FIJI
Contact: Kya Raina Lal
Email: kya@lpblawyers.com

CHINA (Beijing)
Contact: Jennifer Ma
Email: jenniferjinma@littleoasis.cn

Essie Kalman (Arnoldson)

Milly McGowan

PERTH
Contact: Marg Shorter (Hartnell)
Phone: 08 9388 2221
Email: margshorter@westnet.com.au

LONDON
Contact: Kate Turner
Phone: 44 78374 57882
Email: katwmacsween1@gmail.com

Mary Anne Ellett (Watt)

Clara MacCulloch

BRISBANE
Contact: Trish Cotterell
Email: trish07.cotterell@gmail.com

LOS ANGELES
Contact: Amanda Wong
Phone: 1 310 963 3302
Email: kiwi_esq@hotmail.com

Elizabeth McGovern
(Lees)

Patricia Corson
(Macdonald)

WAIKATO
Contact: Catharine Stuart (Murray)
Phone: 07 827 1766
Email: bandcstuart@gmail.com

Anna Finlayson-Smith (Smith) 1971
Jennifer Whyte (1976)
Ann-Marie Johnson 1982
Philippa (Pip) McNair (Street) 1986
John Wigglesworth

Want to connect with
fellow Old Girls?
You can update your details at our
new website www.stcuthberts.school.
nz/old-girls including your:
– Address, email, and mobile
– Qualifications and employment
– Family news: births, deaths, marriages
We look forward to connecting with you!
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Violet Wood Grant
boosts Olivia’s
clinical research

“

The education I received at
St Cuthbert’s College put me in
an excellent position for doctoral
study by developing my critical
thinking, while advocating for
women in science.”
– Olivia Jennison
Generously funded by the Old Girls’ Association, the
Violet Wood Advanced Studies Grant is awarded annually
to a St Cuthbert’s Old Girl studying at the postgraduate
level in any academic field of study.
This year’s recipient is Olivia Jennison, who attended
St Cuthbert’s from 2008 to 2012. She holds a Bachelor
of Arts and a Bachelor of Arts with First Class Honours,
both in Psychology and is currently a Doctor of Clinical
Psychology candidate.
Working in London delivering cognitive-behavioural
therapy interventions, Olivia decided to return to New
Zealand to conduct research that benefits the quality of
mental health of those affected by cancer in the New
Zealand community. In her clinical research, Olivia will be
developing and trialling an online cognitive-behavioural
therapy programme and evaluating its effectiveness.
The programme aims to support parents or carers of
young cancer survivors to develop coping strategies for
managing stress and cancer-related concerns early in
their child’s survivorship period.
Olivia says, “St Cuthbert’s inspired my passion
to help people and developed my interest in human
psychology. My education at St Cuthbert’s and time spent
as a boarder, equipped me with the tools to conquer the
challenges of being independent, giving me the resilience,
self-confidence, and skills to cope with the demands of
further study and work.”
Of Olivia’s selection, Principal Justine Mahon reflects
that Olivia “is a very deserving candidate and was a great
example of ‘By Love Serve’ when she was at school. It
is wonderful to see how she has developed academically
and I am sure she will continue to contribute in her chosen
career.”
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Obituaries

John Culyer Wigglesworth ONZM

(22 March 1928 – 28 December 2019)

Heather Robson (Redwood)

Lenore Sumpter (Kirkup)

(Peer Year 1946)

(Peer Year 1954)

Old Girl, pioneering sportswoman,
coach, and administrator Heather
Robson passed away in Auckland
on Friday 11 October 2019 aged 91.
Heather was a pupil at the college
from 1942 to 1946 and was the
recipient of the Old Girls’ Honours
Award in 2005 for her services
to badminton as a New Zealand
representative and administrator.
As a pupil, she was School Games
Captain, Best All-Round Sportswoman and Head House Prefect
as well as being the holder of numerous NZ badminton and tennis
titles when she left school. Some highlights include competing
twice at Wimbledon for tennis, reaching the semi-final of the
singles at the All England Badminton Championships (badminton’s
equivalent of Wimbledon), being Technical Director of Badminton at
the Commonwealth Games in 1990, and playing a key role in the
founding of the Oceania Badminton Confederation, for which she
was its first president from 1987 to 2000.

Sculpture and social advocacy in New
Zealand are all the richer for The
involvement of Lenore Sumpter, who
passed away December 30, 2019.
As the co-founder and patron of NZ
Sculpture OnShore, Lenore and cofounder and close friend Genevieve
Becroft worked with artists and
volunteers to build NZSoS. The first
iteration in 1996, held in Genevieve’s
Takapuna garden, came from the goal
of creating a new fundraising event for the North Shore Women’s
Refuges. With the significant energy of Lenore, Genevieve, the Friends
of Women’s Refuges Trust, and others, NZ Sculpture OnShore grew
to be the largest sculpture event in New Zealand and has donated
close to $2 million to NZ Women’s Refuges. The 2020 event is set to
take place from 7– 22 November.

In 1988, she received a meritorious service award and in 2013 a
lifetime achievement award from the Badminton World Federation.
She was appointed a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit for
services to racquet sports in the 2001 New Year Honours.

Anna Finlayson-Smith

While at St Cuthbert’s, Lenore was actively involved in school life,
including as Head Girl, Elgin House Captain and Prefect, and with
triple colours for Cricket XI, Hockey XI and Netball.
She is remembered as a passionate and knowledgeable supporter
of art and sculpture and as someone dedicated to helping those
affected by domestic violence. She received a QSM for her long and
dedicated contribution to her chosen causes, but always insisted she
was part of a team of enthusiastic and creative women who became
her friends and colleagues in the enterprise of Sculpture OnShore.
Lenore will be sorely missed.

(Peer Year 1971)
Our Old Girls’ community has lost a
strong supporter of St Cuthbert’s with
the sudden passing of Anna FinlaysonSmith on 12 November 2019. Anna
was an enthusiastic and committed Old
Girls’ Local Coordinator for the Bay of
Plenty region for many years.
Whilst at school, Anna played hockey
and netball and was a member of the
school choir and the madrigal choir.
She was a violinist in the orchestra and
was involved with school musical productions. After leaving school,
Anna had a career in teaching specialising in music and held senior
management positions. Anna was a principal conductor for the APPA
Choral Music Festival and was also the musical director and principal
conductor with the Manurewa Schools Performing Arts Festival, a
commitment that spanned many decades.
Settling in the Bay of Plenty region, she continued her deep
community involvement. The Old Girls’ Bay of Plenty reunions
have been a calendar highlight for many years and we would like to
acknowledge Anna’s efforts to bring together different generations of
Old Girls from the BOP and Waikato regions. Anna’s energy will be
greatly missed by her St Cuthbert’s family.

Philippa (Pip) McNair (Street)
(Peer Year 1986)
Philippa (Pip) McNair died on 8
April 2020 aged 51 after a long
battle with Multiple Sclerosis. She
left behind her parents, John and
Lorraine Street, her sisters Melanie
and Louise, her husband Callum,
and her two children Tessa (22) and
Lockie (19). Pip had worked as an
HR consultant for a number of years
after leaving school. She married in
1993, created a wonderful life in
Devonport and focused on her family after the birth of her first child.
Pip was extremely active in the local community, taking volunteer roles
in the local schools, libraries, sports clubs, and various community
groups. Despite her condition Pip always celebrated her life, loved
her family and relished her involvement in her community before
she was eventually admitted to Te Mana Hospice in 2015 when her
condition deteriorated. Pip will be missed by many and always warmly
remembered by her family, friends and our St Cuthbert’s community.
May she rest in peace.

The Trust Board and the College
wish to acknowledge the
passing of John Wigglesworth in
December 2019. Mr Wigglesworth
is very fondly remembered for his
outstanding contribution to the
College, notably as a member of
the Trust Board from 1967–1984.
He served as chair of the Board
from 1970 to 1984, during which
time the school roll doubled, and
ambitious building projects were
undertaken. In 1983, the John Wigglesworth Sports Centre was
named in his honour – a fitting tribute to a man who truly embodied
the By Love Serve spirit of our College.
John married Sondra Craig in 1954 and they had five children,
twin girls Anne and Jane, then Paul and twin boys Luke and
Craig. Anne and Jane were at St Cuthbert’s College 1962–1973.
Granddaughters Hayley Thom attended 1991–2003, sister
Sarah Willis (Thom) and Jamie Wiles 1995–2008 and Amanda
Wiles 1999–2012.
Mr Wigglesworth trained as an accountant and had a long
career with Porter Wigglesworth and Grayburn, together with
numerous other business interests, but philanthropy, civic work
and community projects were a major part of his life. For thirty
years, he was a trustee of the Leukaemia and Blood Foundation.
He was also a founding trustee of the Auckland Library Heritage
Trust, and a trustee of Auckland Art Gallery’s Foundation, during
which time the $90 million rebuild of the art gallery was completed.
Mr Wigglesworth was president of the Rotary Club for Auckland
and as a passionate Grammar Old Boy, he served on the Auckland
Grammar School Board of Governors from 1967–1989. In that
year, he was named Auckland Grammar School Old Boy of the
Year and he was a past president and an honorary life member of
the Old Boys’ Association.
Sport was another passion; Mr Wigglesworth was a keen
water-skier and golfer. He was president and life member of the
Auckland Water Ski Club, the New Zealand Water Ski Association,
and then president of the Australasian Water Ski Association.
In 2013, he was made an Officer of the New Zealand Order of
Merit for his services to the arts, water skiing, and the community.
Every year at prize-giving, the John Wigglesworth Sports Trophy
is presented for involvement in the Sports Centre. The award is a
beautiful sculpture that John and Sondra commissioned from the
artist Terry Stringer.
John and Sondra were very keen art collectors throughout
their marriage and wonderful contributors to the life of the
Auckland art scene. They loved attending exhibitions and auction
viewings, latterly with devoted assistance from their children who
accompanied them as mobility became more challenging.
It is not possible to include all the remarkable achievements
of Mr Wigglesworth here, but we remember his contribution to
our community with great fondness and deep gratitude. The
College extends its deepest sympathy to Sondra and the extended
Wigglesworth family.
OUR CONNECTED COMMUNITY
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26
Thank you
to our 2019
Robertson Circle
donors
The Robertson Circle recognises parents,
Old Girls, staff and friends who have given
combined gifts of over $2,000 to the school
since 2002. Your generosity has provided
outstanding educational experiences for our
girls and we are humbled by your ongoing
commitment to the school.
We would like to thank our new and
existing Robertson Circle Members who have
supported us since January 2019.

A team of experts
with individual skills,
combined to provide
the highest standards in
complete breast care.

• In–Home Care
• Post operative

• Palliative care
• 24 hour care

Our 2019 donors
FRIEND
J Brown and K Buchanan
Paul and Wendy Carter
Melinda Crookenden
D R and C E Cryer
E Santhara and C D’Cruz
Anne Hargreaves
R E Harris and A E Harris
Justine Mahon and Gregory Heap
R and F Paine
David and Sarah Stewart
Jackie Park and Junho Sung
Alistair and Charlotte Sutherland
The Waller Family
Anna Wang
The Vincent Family
Year 13 2019

We welcome your call or email for
a free, no obligation assessment.
Ground Floor, Ascot Central
7 Ellerslie Racecourse Drive
Remuera, Auckland 1051

~ for more information ~

(09) 522 1346

Tel: (09) 579 1212 Mob: 027 439 0871
Email: office@katemcleanhomecare.co.nz

www.breastassociates.co.nz

www.katemcleanhomecare.co.nz

SUPPORTER
J & P Hanson
Mr Zhaorong Mai and Mrs Cong Zhang
Rachel Walsh
FELLOW
Asian Friendship Group
GUARDIAN
Clayton Charitable Trust
G E and K M Jackson
Juliet Maclean
Parents and Friends’ Association
Akram and Humaira Qureshi
Drs Ellis Situe and Nina Vasan
Old Girls’ Association
Marie Taylor
Edith Whittaker Estate
Not all donors are listed as some have
chosen to remain anonymous.
For a full list of Robertson Circle
members please visit our website
www.stcuthberts.school.nz

Protection you can count on!

