Amazing Start
JUNIOR SCHOOL PROSPECTUS

JUNIOR SCHOOL

From your daughter’s very first
day at St Cuthbert’s Junior School
she will feel at home in our caring
environment. We welcome each
girl as an individual and focus on
identifying and developing her
unique strengths.

Welcome to St Cuthbert’s
Junior School
As the Head of Junior School, I am
absolutely delighted to provide you with
an insight as to what makes our school
uniquely positioned to enable your daughter
to be happy and to reach her potential.
Your daughter’s Junior School years are
some of her most formative, and it is our
privilege to be able to work with your
daughter to identify her strengths and
to get to know her as an individual.
During her time at St Cuthbert’s, your
daughter will be supported by our worldclass teachers, who go the extra mile
to really understand her. You will be
welcomed into a strong community
where parents and students alike feel
part of the St Cuthbert’s family.
Our teachers all ascribe to the acclaimed
teaching philosophy of a Reggio Emilia
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education, which underpins learning in our
Junior School. Reggio is acknowledged
as one of the world’s best educational
approaches for young children and the
principles drive us to empower a child’s
thoughts, questions, interests, and,
as a result, inspire their curiosity and
lifelong learning.
Through the Reggio approach to education,
your daughter will be introduced to the
wonders of learning both in and out of
the classroom. She will explore her self
expression through music, sport, science,
technology, and the arts.
Your daughter’s emotional wellbeing and
happiness is at the forefront of everything
we do. We know that only when she feels
settled, understood and has a sense of
belonging, can she truly realise all that
she is capable of.
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I personally believe childhood is a time
of joy, imagination and fun. We see
our girls making the most wonderful
discoveries about themselves and their
worlds, every day.
We look forward to igniting your
daughter’s curiosity at St Cuthbert’s
Junior School, and I cannot wait to
see your daughter take her first steps
towards a life-long journey of learning
and self-discovery.

Kerry Oldman
Head of Junior School
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Why St Cuthbert’s
Junior School?
From her very first day at St Cuthbert’s,
we will ignite your daughter’s curiosity for
learning. We are a knowledge-rich school,
which means that our teachers have deep
subject knowledge, and work from a
strong conceptual framework to support
your daughter to feel confident, engaged,
and keen to learn and explore.
Boutique Class Sizes
Young children need to feel a sense of
belonging and connection, and we believe
that small-class sizes, led by a dedicated
teacher, are an integral part of their
feeling happy and safe. That’s why we
are committed to delivering a class size
ratio of 1:14 (or fewer) in the key areas
of English and Maths.
Your daughter’s teacher will really get to
know her, and will understand how she
best learns. In turn, your daughter will
know that her teacher really cares about
her – as an individual - and she will have
the optimal amount of one-on-one time
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with her teacher. We ensure each class
offers a dynamic learning environment,
and every classroom is provided with
the best-quality equipment, furniture
and resources.
A Knowledge-Rich school with
World-Class Teachers
As an independent school we have
the freedom, resources and teaching
talent which enables us to operate as a
‘knowledge-rich school’. In the Junior
School, we teach in-depth and specialist
subjects in a way that supports girls’
capacity for critical and creative thinking
across all areas of the curriculum.
This approach also encourages girls
to become life-long learners.
To be able to deliver our philosophical
approach to learning we recruit only the
best teachers, as we know once we open
girls’ minds to knowledge and learning,
this passion will stay with them for life.

Page 05

imagine

Future-Focused Learning
for their Digital World
Your daughter’s generation is growing up in
a digitally connected and interactive global
environment. To be able to confidently navigate
life’s challenges and opportunities, our approach
to learning from a young age ensures our
students develop the emotional, academic
and social skills to thrive.

Our Junior School Global Citizenship
framework is an important part of supporting
girls to develop the skills to be successful.
Our curriculum supports girls to think about the
world, how we are all connected to one another,
and how we can have an impact. We encourage
every girl at a young age to use her voice, and
give her confidence that her opinions matter.

Working in multi-leveled groups with both
younger and older girls, our students have
the opportunity to take risks in a safe and
supportive environment. They learn to work
well with others, as well as to be confident
working alone.
We also make sure we get the fundamentals
right before introducing new concepts.
We carefully curate a balance between
reading, handwriting, and online discovery
and exploration, ensuring we equip each
girl with the basics as well as an exposure
to innovative learning moments.
Igniting a Passion for Learning
Through a number of innovative and exciting
initiatives, St Cuthbert’s Junior School is able
to offer a totally unique approach to learning.
STRETCH
Initiatives such as our STRETCH Programme,
which was launched in 2015, introduces the
girls to the exciting discoveries of Science,
Technology, Engineering, the Arts, and
Mathematics (STEAM) from a young age.
We encourage our girls to step out of their
comfort zone and take risks in a supported
environment. Our girls experience diverse
STEAM subjects such as modern dance,
robotics, coding, digital movie making,
drama, visual arts, watercolour painting,
debating and Mathex problem solving.
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MOVIN’ COG
Our Movin’Cog initiative was set up in
2017 with the University of Auckland and
the Centre for Brain Research. It focuses
on developing the critical area of working
memory and is available to all girls across
Years 4, 5 and 6, involving physical and
mental agility activities throughout the week.
PEACE
Philosophy, Ethics, Attributes, Character/
Citizenship, and Exploration (PEACE) are
explored within our Junior School at a level
appropriate for each age and developmental
stage. Exploring these less standard
learning areas ensures that no part of your
daughter is developing in isolation; as one
dimension develops we are able to see all
other parts of her learning and interests
expanding too.
FOUNDATION FITNESS YEARS 0-3
Girls in Years 0,1, 2 and 3 benefit from
our daily Foundation Fitness classroom
programmes. We know that a child’s sensory
and physical development impacts on their
ability to remember what they see, hear and
do. Our daily activities help to develop each
girl’s fine and gross motor skills and as a
result we see them improving their social
and physical capabilities, growing more
confident in their abilities, and becoming
more engaged in their learning.
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Achieving her Personal Best
Our passion to truly know your daughter,
and our emphasis on a knowledge-rich
approach to learning, means girls of
all ages and stages will thrive as they
are supported to become the very best
versions of themselves.
By getting to know each child, we are
able to tailor programs that provide the
right level of support where needed,
and to also extend her learning.

Our specialised learning team
provides learning support programmes,
individualised learning plans, and booster
programmes for gifted students.
We encourage each child to “give it a go”
and offer them the chance to experience a
wide range of music, sports, PE classes,
drama, art and more – all on-site and with
expert teacher support.

Values Programmes
and Pastoral Care
Being part of a larger school means
our youngest girls have opportunities
to interact and be supported by older
St Cuthbert’s girls. Our ‘Big Sister’
programme provides our Junior School
girls with role models who are caring,
aspirational and nurturing. Across the
school student ambassadors display
their leadership skills by having fun with
their ‘Little Sisters’, ensuring they feel
supported in their home away from home.
Our school motto, ‘By Love Serve’ is at
the heart of all we do at St Cuthbert’s,
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and in particular, our Values Programme
gives all our girls a chance to contribute
to their community.
In the Junior School, our girls learn
kindness, belonging, respect and sharing.
They understand that no matter how big
or small, it’s okay to ask for help.
As our girls prepare to graduate from
Year 6 and step up to Year 7, we work
with them through a dedicated transition
programme to ensure they feel confident,
curious, well-equipped and motivated for
the next chapter of their learning.
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CLEAN WATER
& SANITATION
LIFE BELOW WATER

ZERO HUNGER

GLOBAL
CITIZENSHIP
Global Citizenship is not a subject to be learned, rather it’s a way of thinking
and approaching life. It is at the heart of our school values and embodies
our motto, ‘By Love Serve’. It also equips young people with knowledge,
skills and values to participate as responsible, active citizens.
Our Global Citizenship model is based on UNESCO’s pillars of learning,
delivering the fundamental principles for reshaping education:
CLIMATE ACTION

01- Learning to know
02- Learning to do
03- Learning to be
04- Learning to live together
05- Learning to transform
oneself and society
SUSTAINABLE CITIES
& COMMUNITIES
AFFORDABLE &
CLEAN ACTION

Nurture her all day
We offer a wide range of co-curricular
activities to support your daughter’s
development and exploration, both during
the school day, and after school.
Music lessons are held before, during,
and after school. Your daughter can learn
many instruments in our comprehensive
itinerant music classes held in our
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award-winning Performing Arts Centre.
From Year 4, your daughter can
attend drama, art, and speech and
communication classes after school,
gaining valuable technical skills along
with confidence in public speaking.
Our tutors are experienced, qualified
industry practitioners.
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At Year 4, your daughter is also able
to participate in a wide range of sport,
year round. Girls can try netball, hockey,
skiing, gymnastics, equestrian, tennis
and swimming to name but a few of the
sporting codes on offer.
The After School Club runs every
afternoon of the school year. For busy
parents rushing from work, collecting
other children and negotiating heavy
traffic, knowing that their child is in a
happy and safe environment is invaluable.
Our experienced teachers make the
girls very welcome and have afternoon
tea waiting straight after school along
with a great variety of games and creative
activities. On fine days the girls go out
to play before beginning supervised
homework. Many girls come before or
after sport, music or drama practice,
or whilst waiting for buses.
We offer some of Auckland’s most
engaging school holiday programmes

and we can connect you with reliable
Year 13 St Cuthbert’s students who
are keen to babysit in the evenings and
at the weekends.
Leading Facilities
Our Junior School girls benefit from
St Cuthbert’s state-of-the-art facilities
such as the Performing Arts Centre,
new swimming pool complex, a
dedicated Junior School gymnasium,
turfed playing fields and plentiful play
areas for exploration.
St Cuthbert’s is well served by transport
from all parts of Auckland, including a
private bus network that leaves from
North, South, Central, East and West
Auckland. We operate a buddy system
for our Junior girls on our private buses
whereby an older St Cuthbert’s girl is
responsible for keeping her company
for your peace of mind.

Amazing
role models

Talk to us
Junior School Years 0 — 6
Call: +64 9 520 8472
Email: admissions@stcuthberts.school.nz
Address: 122 Market Road, Epsom, Auckland 1051, New Zealand

stcuthberts.school.nz
facebook.com/StCuthbertsCollege

